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OF THE 


INQUISITION. 


Of the eflabliſhment of the Nui ſition in Spain ; 
firſt againſt the Moors and Fews, then againſt 
Hereticks ; its Power, Method of Proceeding, 
Privileges, Sc. Sc. f 


Th E inquiſition was brought pretty early into 
ſeveral kingdoms of Spain, but as yet it either had 
not been fixed in Caſtile and Leon, or was there 
grown into diſuſe. Ferdinand and Jabel, having 
united the ſeveral kingdoms of Spain by their inter- 
marriage, after having obtained ſignal victories over 
the moors, ordered tribunals of the inquiſition to 
be erected throughout all their kingdoms. It is 
not eaſy to be determined whether they did this out 
of their blind zeal for religion, or that they might 
poſſeſs their kingdoms in greater peace and ſecurity, 
| zftcr 
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after having expelled the mahometan and jewiſh 

ſuperſtitions out of them; or, as ſome believe, be- 

cauſe they affected the univerſal monarchy of Eu- 

rope; and therefore, by ſome notable u=dertaking, 

to ſhew their great zeal for the roman religion, en- 

deavoured to ſecure the good will and favour of the 
2 However, as the inquiſition had flouriſhed | 
or many years in Italy, France, Germany, Poland. | 
and Arragon, they introduced the inquiſion into all 
their kingdoms by 2 of pope Sixtus, with 6 
greater pomp, magnificence and power, that they , 
might not be exceeded by any nation, but might ra- | 
ther exceed all others, in their endeavours to main- p 
tain the roman faith againſt all oppoſition. 7 
d 


The pretence was this : 


That by the licentiouſneſs of former times, great 2 
. = had ariſen in the kingdom, moors, jews, M 
and chriſtians promilcuouſly converſing, and having i 

{ 


all ſort of commerce with each other; that by ſuch 
commerce and familiarity, ſome chriſtians might be 81 
eafily infected, and others forſake the chriſlian el 


worſhip which they had received, after having re- Pe 
nounced their native ſuperſtition, being weak in the "Y 
faith, and having none to forbid them. The infec- wy 
tion was ſaid to have ſpread moſt at Seville, where * 
many, after being privately put to the queſtion, ſuf- bs 
fered the moſt grievous puniſhments. The occaſion ok 
was this: Alphenſus Hojeda, prior of the convent of _ 
St. Paul at Seville, a predicant, had for mats years vil 
in his ſermons to the people, bitterly inveighed . 
againſt thoſe, who, leaving the profeſſion of chriſ- wo 
tianity, apoſtatized to judaiſm. This man was in- * 

formed by a certain citizen of the family of the Gu/- ou? 
mans, that on a Thurſday, during the feſtival of che * 
ſacrament, the firſt vigil of the night, ſeveral jews Wer 
and apoſtates had got together in ſome houſes, and — 


there performed the jewiſh ceremonies, and uttered 
execrable blaſphemies and reproaches againſt our 
Saviour. 
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Saviour. All theſe things Guſman ſaw with his 
eyes, in a private part of a houſe where he 
cencealed himſelf with a girl. The prior perſuad- 
ed Gu/man to write all theſe things down, and fign 
them with his name, and then immediately went and 
diſcovered all to the king and queen at Cordova.— 
They ordered that the affair ſhould be enquired 
into. Upon this, the prior put fix of this number 
into irons, in the convent of St. Paul, afterwards ſe- 
veral more of them, and at lait ſeverely puniſhed all 
of them, according to the nature of their offence. 
They who were the moit guilty were burnt, after 
long impriſonment and torture; ſuch as were leſs 
guilty, had their families rendered infamous; great 
numbers had their eſtates confiſcated and were con- 
demned to perpetual darkneſs and chains. A large 
red croſs, with croſs rays, upon a yellow garment, 
which they call /an bentto, different from the reft, was 
put on muſt ct them, as an example to chers, and to 
be a terror to diem. Az ituele things ſeemes at fink 
grievous to the provincials, ut eſpecially that the 
children ſhould ſuffer for the parents crimes; that 
people ſhouid be rendered guilty by a private ac- 
cuſer, and condemn'd without being confronted 
with the informer, contrary to the ancient cuſtom, 
when offences againſt religion were puniſhed with 
death. But what they lcoked on as the work, 
was, that the inquiſitors took away all liberty of free 
converſation, having their fpies in cities, towns and 
villages, which they thought to be the loweſt fla- 
very. Amonęſt many different judgments, ſome were 
againſt death, though all thought very ſevere pu- 
niſhments ſhould be inflicted. Others thought * 
ought not to have the benefit of life and the com- 
mon air; that they ought to be punithed with for- 
feiture of goods, with infamy, without any re- 
gard to their children; that this was wiſely pro- 
vided for by the laws, chat parents ſhould be ren- 
A 2 dered 
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dered more Cautious by their affection for their 
children; that dropping of actions would be pre- 
vented by allowing private witneſſes; and that by 
this means, none would be puniſhed but ſuch as 
were plainly convicted, or confeſſed ; that the an- 
cient cuſtoms of the church were often changed, as 
affairs and times required; and that greater licen- 
tiouſneſs ought to be reſtrained with greater ſeve- 
rity» Judges were choſen out of every province, 
to whole pleaſure the fortunes, reputations and lives 
of all perſons were committed. 

Theſe tranſactions atSeville were ſoon known all 
over Spain; upon which divers intimations were 
given to their catholic majeſties, that moſt of the 
Jews lately converted to the faith, whoſe parents had 
been perſuaded to believe by the ſermons of &. 
Pincentius Ferrerius, uſed ſecretly in their houſes 
the jewiſh rites, and taught chriſtians the old law ; 
that therefore they earneſtly beſought their majele 
ties, out of their catholic piety, to put a ſtop to theſe 
growing evils, left the poiſonous contagion ſhould 
every day ſpread farther; for otherwiſe, unleſs a 
remedy was immediately applied, great inconveni- 
encies would accrue to the church of God. Amongſt 
theſe, the chief were Peter Gonzalez à Mendoza, 
archbiſhop of Seville, ſriar Thomas a Turrecremata, 
a predicant, the prior of the convent of the Holy 
Croſs at Segovia, and their majeſties confeſſor. By 
his iniligation principally, Frdinand and Aigen 

laced Gonzales Mendoza,arcnbiſhop ofSeville, over 
all cauſes of the faith, joining in commiſſion with 
him friar Thomas e Turrecramata, to recover the 
office of the inquiition, which, in proceſs of time, 
ad very much declined in that kingdom, to its for- 
mer vigour and ſeverity. 

By authority of the Eull of Six IV. they ap- 
pointed only two inquiſitors at Scville; friar Mich. 
ael a Mzrille and friar un a &. Maritno; che firſt 

| doQor 
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doctor, the other bachelor of divinity, both . 
cants. Anno 1382, the pope confirmed theſe two, 
who were choſen inquiſitors by their majeſties upon 
this condition, that = ſhould proceed in cauſes of 
faith, in conjunction with the ordinaries of places, 
according to the order of the lav, but becauſe the 
ope apprehended that the inquiſitors, which were 
ſettled either by the general or the provincials of 
the Dominican order in the provinces, were ſuffici- 
ent to manage the affairs of the faith, he deprived 
their majeſties of the power of making inquiſitors 
in other places. Anno 1483, the ſame Sixtus IV. 
at the requeſt of their ſaid majeſties, appointed by his 
Bull, bearing date the zd of the ides of February, 
{even Dominicans cenſors of the faith, who might 
have cognizance of matters relating to the faith, ia 
the kingdoms of Caftile and Leon, becauſe the two 
inquiſitors at Seville were not ſufficient. Theſe, 
by the pope's command, made a ſevere inquiſition 
againſt all who were ſecretly guilty of judaiſm. 
Within the time fixed for perſons voluntarily to 
confeſs their fins, with the hopes of pardon, about 
ſeventeen thouſand of both ſexes appeared who had 
their lives granted them. Many, however, refuſed 
to obey either the papal letters or royal edits, but 
perſiſted, as popiſh writers ſay, in their hereſy; for 
which they were ſeized, upon the teſtimony of cre- 
dible witneſſes, and, through the violence of their 
torments, confefling their crimes, were thrown into 
the fire; of which ſome are reported to have bewail- 
ed their fins, and acknowledged Ghrif; whilſt others 
perſiſting in their errors, calling on the name of 
Moſes. Within a few years, two thouſand of them, 
of both ſexes, were burnt; chere, profeſſing re- 
pentance, were condemned to perpetual impriſon- 
ment; others wore croſſes; the bones of others who 
were dead, were taken out of their graves and burnt 
to aſhes, their effects confiſcated, and their children 
A 3 deprived 
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deprived of their honors and offices. Moſt of the 
jews being terrified with this cruelty, left their coun- 
try and houſes, and, in this great diſtreſs of their at- 
fairs, fled from the kingdoms of their catholic ma- 
jeſties. Many went into Portugal, many into Na- 
varre, others into Italy, others into France and 
other countries, where they thought they could be 
ſafe; all whoſe goods and effects, moveable and im- 
moveable, if they had any, their catholic majeſties 
diſtributed towards the war, which was then made 
againſt the moors, and other barbarians. Theſe 
things amounted to a prodigious ſum. In Andaluſia 
and Granada alone, thoſe who fled with their 
wives and children left five thouſand naked and 
empty houſes. Others, according to Paramus, af- 
firm, that their number was much greater; this is 
certain, that in the city and dioceſe of Seville only, 
there were above an hundred thouſand perſons alive 
or dead, preſent or abſent, who were condemned for 
contumacy, or reconciled to the church. 

And thus the different opinions, concerning the 
vear of appointing the inquiſition in Spain, may be 
cafily reconciled. They all agree, that the inqui- 
fition was firſt introduced Anno 1478; but that the 
firſt inquiſitor-genreral, and the ſupreme council of 
the inquiſition, was not fixcd till the year 1483. 


Of the Priſons of the Inquifitors, and Keepers of 
thoſe Prijens. 


Pxrsoxs were formerly appointed to keep men 
in cuſtody, and not to puniſh them; but, by the ca- 
ren law, they may be uſed for puriiſhment. Here- 
tofore the biſhop and inquifitor might have their 

ſeparate 
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feparat epritons to hold perſons in cuſt.ody, but not 
to puniſh them; for as they canr.ot condemn any 
ene to impriſonment without the conſent of both, 
it is therefore required that the priſon for puniſh- 
ment ſhail be common to both : but now they have 
not uſually ſeparate priſons; the {ame that belongs 
to the inquifitor, in which criminals are kept in 
cuſtody, being common to the biſhop. 

Here are two things to be explained.--Firſt, what 
muſt be done before any per ſon can be thrown into 
priſon. Secondly, what method muſt be obſerved 
in keeping and placing the priſoners. 

As to the firſt, hear vchat their own authors ſay, 
In ail cauſes, as well civil as criminal, criminals muit 
not be apprehended without a ſummary inquiſition 
againſt them concerning their crime firſt had. This 
is particularly to be obſerved in the crime of here- 
ly ; fox though in other crimes no one ſuffers much 
in his reputation merely for his being thrown into 
priſon, yet to be taken up for the crime of hereſy, 
1s greatly infamous, which muſt therefore be pro- 
ceeded in with great caution; for face the reaſon 
of proceeding in the crime of hereſy 1s much more 


important than in other offences, there is need of a 


greater inquifiticn, and of a ſummary cognizance 
before criminals are apprehended. So that no one 
is likely to be thut up in cloſe priſon for ſmall of- 
ſences, for propoſitions that found ill, or that are 
ſcandalous or blaſphemous, or others which do not 
contain real hereſy, but is to be confined either in 
ſome monaſtery, or in his own houſe or city. 

The inquifitors may, indeed, procced in the crime 
of hereſy againſt any perſon, eſpecially if he be 
otherwiſe vile, upon a light and moderate ſuſpicion, 
lo far as to aſk ſuch ſuſpected perſon, what he thinks 
of the faith. But, in order to apprehend any one 
tor hereſy, two credible witneſſes are required, al- 
though they ſay that the tcflimony of a ſingle _ 
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if beyond all exception, is ſufficient, who depoſes 
what he ſaw or heard; yea, if he be not beyond all 
exception, yet is otherwiſe fit, provided he agrees 
with the informer ; for, in this caſe, they ſay, there 
are two witneſſes, and conſequently more than half 
— which 1s ſufficient for any one's being appre- 

ended. But that one witneſs, above all exception, 
is enough in this caſe, they prove from the Madrid 
inſtruction, Anno 1561, Chap. 4. which ſays, If 
« the teſtimony be not ſufficient for the apprehehd- 
« ing, g. This inſtruction is in the ſingular num- 
ber, and therefore intimates, that one lawful wit- 
neſs againſt any one, is ſufficient for his being taken 
up; eſpecially if the perſon be ſcandalous and vile, 
And ſulpeRed ; as are all'the new converts of the 
mahometan ſect in the kingdom of Valencia; and, 
as Royas ſays, the French and Germans of the Lu- 
theran. But if the perſon accuſed be noble, and of 
good reputation and fame, he 1s not to be appre- 
hended upon a ſingle teftimony. However, this is 
left to the pleaſure of the judge, after having con- 
ſidered the quality of the perſon, and his offence; 
not that the inquiſitors o Abe faith ſhould appear 
eager to take up criminals; for they are always to 
uſe great circumſpection. This is eſpecially neceſ- 
ſary in the receiving and examining witneſſes. They 
muſt, in the firſt place, admoniſh them, how horri- 
ble and dreadful a wickedneſs it is to give falſe wit- 
neſs in any cauſes, and eſpecially in the holy office 
of the inquiſition; and that they ſhould have God, 
and bigawful and tremendous judgment before their 
eyes, that they may not, for prayer, or price, or en- 
treaty, or any other wicked affection, defame an in- 
nocent perſon with ſo great a crime. Then the 
witneſſ:s are to be interrogated concerning the place 
and time; what they ſaw or heard; whether the 
perſon acted or pronounced heretical words, once or 
oftner ; with what obſlinacy or eagerneſs he affirm- 


ed, 
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ed them; and what other perſons were preſent; and 
for what cauſes, reaſons, and occaſions, they were 
preſent ; and concerning all other eircumſtances ne- 
ceſſary to diſcover the truth or falſehood. 

Theſe things premiſed, the witneſſes received, and 
the propoſitions qualified, the promotor fi ſcal de- 
. before the inquiſitors, that the criminals be 

apprehended and impriſoned, that they may ſuffer 
the deſerved puniſhment. 

When the offence thus appears, and 'tis proper 
to apprehend the criminal, the inquiſitor may then 
order him to be taken up. When they have deter- 
mined upon his being apprehended, they give out 
the order to that officer, who according to the cuſ- 
tom of the holy office, is to take up criminals ; 
and his order is ſubſcribed by the inquifitors— 
It ſeveral perſons are to be taken up the ſame day 
and time, they give an order for each perſon, which 
is inſerted in their reſpective proceſſes, that ſuch 
acts, which are of great weizhr, may appear openiy. 

As to the ſecond— All criminals have not alike 
places of impriſonment; their cells being either 
more terrible and dark, or more eaſy and chearful, 
according to the quality of the perſons and their 
offences. In reality, there is no place in the priton 
of the inquiſition that can be called pleafant or 
chearful, the whole priſon is ſo horrible and naſty. 

This priſon is called in Spain and Portugal, Santa. 
Casa, i. e. the Holy Houſe. Every thing, it feems, 
in this office muſt be holy. The priſons are ſo Built, 
as the author of the hiſtory of the inquiſition at 
Goa deſeribes them, and as will appear from other 
relations, that they will hold a great number of per- 
ſons. They conſiſt of ſeveral porticoes, every one 
of which is divided into ſeveral ſmall. cells of a 
ſquare form, each fide being about ten foot. There 
are two rows of them, one being built over the 
other, and all of them vaulted. The upper ones 
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are enlightened by iron grates, placed above the 
height of a tall man. The lower ones are under 
ground, dark, without any window, and narrower 
than the upper ones. The walls are five foot thick. 
Each cell is faſtened with two doors, the inner one 
thick, and covered over with iron; and, in the lower 
part of it, there is an iron grate. In the upper part 
of it, is a ſmall window, through which they reach 
to the priſoner his meat, linen, and other neceſſaries, 
which isſhut with two iron bolts. The outer door is 
entire, without any opening at all. They generally 
open it in the morning, from fix o'clock till eleven, 
in order to refreſh the air of the priſon. 

In all theſe priſons, the priſoners, men and wo- 
man, without any regard to birth or dignity, are 
ſhaved the firſt or ſecond day of their 1mpriſon- 
ment. Every prifoner hath two pots of water 
every day, one to waſh, and the other to drink; a 
beſom to cleanſe the cell; a matt made of ruſhes to 
Lie upon, an: a large vel to eaſe nature, with a 
cover to put over it, which is changed once every 
four days. Tit provificas which are given to the 
priſoners, are rated according to the ſeaton, and ihe 
dearneſs or plenty of eatablcs. But if any rich per- 
ſon is impriſoned, and will live and eat beyond the 
ordinary rate of proviſions, and according to his own 
manner, he may be indulged, and have what 1s de- 
cent and fit for him; his ſervant, or ſervants, if he 
hath any, being with him in the priſon. If there 
are any proviſions left, the keeper, and no other, 
muſt take them, and give them to the poor. But 
if they find, by the very accuſation, that any per- 
ſons are to be puniſhed with forfeiture of all their 
effects, they do not ſuffer them to live ſo plentifully, 
but order them a ſmall penſion for their ſubfiſt- 
ence, viz. about thirty maravedis, of the value of 
ten Dutch ſtivers. This agrees with the account 


of Iſaac Orobio, who had a plentiful fortune at — 
ville, 
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ville, and was nevertheleſs uſed very hardly in the 
priſon of the inquiſition there. Although his eſtate 
was very large, yet he was allowed a very ſmall pen- 
fion to provide himſelf proviſion. This was fleſh, 
which they made him ſometimes dreſs and prepare 
for himſelf, without allowing him the help of any 
ſervant. In this manner are the richer priſoners 
treated. As to the poorer, and ſuch who Ks not 
enough to ſupply themſelves in priſon, their allow- 
ance is fixed by the king, viz. = half of a filver 
piece of money, called a real, every day. Dr. Geddes 
tells us of one in the inquiſition at Liſbon, who was 
allowed no more than == vintems a day; a vin- 
tem is about an Engliſh penny farthing. Out of 
this ſmall ſum, the buyer of their proviſion, whom 
they call the diſpenſer, and their waſher, muſt be 
paid, and all other expenſes that are neceſſary for 
the common ſupports of life. Beſides, this very 
royal allowance for the priſoners, doth not come to 
them but through the hands of ſeveral perſons, and 
thoſe none of the moſt honeſt ; firſt, by the receiver, 
then the diſpenſer, then the cook, then the priſon 
keeper, who according to his office, diſtributes the 
proviſion amongſt the priſoners. Gonſalvius adds, 
that he gave this particular account of this matter, 
becauſe all theſe perſons live, and have their certain 
profits out of this ſmall allowance of the king to 
the priſoners; which coming to them through the 
Leaked hands of theſe harpies, they cannot receive 
it till every one of them hath taken out more than a 
tenth part of it. 

The author of the hiſtory of the inquifition at 
Goa tells us, this order is obſerved in diſtribut- 
ing the proviſions: the priſoners have meat given 
them three times every day; and even thoſe who 
have the misforture to be in this caſe, and have 
money, are not treated much better than others, be- 
cauſe their riches are employed to make 3 

or 
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for the poorer. I was informed by 7ſaac Orobio, 
that in Spain they ſometimes give the priſoners 
coals, which they muſt light and then dreſs their 
own food: ſometimes they allow them a candle.— 
Thoſe who are confined in the lower cells, generally 
fit in darkneſs, and are ſometimes kept there for ſeve- 
ral years, without any one's being ſuffered to go ot 
to ſpeak to them, except their keepers, and they only 
at certain hours, when they give them their provi- 
fion. They are not allowed any books of devotion, 
but are ſhut up in darkneſs and ſolitude, that they 
may be broke with the horrors of ſo dreadful a con- 
finement, and, by the miſeries of it, forced to con- 
Jeſs things which oftentimes they have never done. 

And how dreadful the miſeries of this priſon are, 
we have a famous inſtance given us by Reginald 
Gonſalvirs Montanus. In the age before the laſt, a 
certain Engliſh ſhip put in at the port of Cadiz, 
which the familiars of the inquiſition, according to 
cuſtom, ſearched upon the account of religion, be- 
fore they ſuffered any perſon to come on ſhore. 
They ſeized on ſeveral Engliſh perſons, who were 
on board, obſerving in them certain marks of evan- 
gelical piety, and of their having received the beſt 
inſtruction, and threw them into priſon. In that 
{ſhip there was a child, ten or twelve years old at 
moſt ; the ſon of a very rich Engliſh gentleman, to 
whom, as was reported, the ſhip and principal part 
of her loading belonged. Amongſt others, they 
took up alſo this child. The pretence was, that he 
had in his hands the pſalms of David in Engliſh. 
But, as Gonſalvius tells us, thoſe who knew their 
avarice and curſed arts, may well believe, without 
doing any injury to the holy inquiſition, that they 
had got the ſcent of his father's wealth, and that 
this was the true cauſe of the child's impriſonment, 
and of all that calamity that followed it. However, 
the ſhip, with all its cargo, was conſi ſcated, and the 
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child, with the other priſoners, were carried to 
the priſon of the mnie at Seville, where he 
lay ſix or eight months. Being kept in ſo ſtrait 
confinement for ſo long a while, 3 child, who had 
been brought up tengerly at home, fell into a very 
dangerous Ilinefs, through the dampneſs of the pri- 
fon, and the badneſs of his diet. hen the lords 
— were informed of this, they ordered him 
to be taken out of the priſon, and carried, for the 
recovery of his health, to the hoſpital, which they 
call the Cardinal. Hither they generally bring alb 
who happen to fall ill in the priſon of the inquiſi- 
tion, where, beſides the medicines, of which, ac- 
cording to the pious inſtitution of the hoſpital, there 
15 plenty, and a little better care, upon account, of 
the diſtemper, nothing is abated of the ſeverity of 
the former priſon ; no perſon, beſides the phyſician 
and the ſervants of the hoſpital being allowed to 
viſit the fick perſon ; and, as ſoon as ever he begins 
to grow better, befare he is fully recovered, he is 

ut again into his former priſon. The child, who 
ad contraQe1a very grievous illneſs from that long 
and barbarous conſinement, was carried into the 
hoſpital, where he loſt the uſe of both his legs; nor 
was it ever known what became of him afterwards. 
In the mean while, it was wonderful that the child 
in ſo tender an age, gave noble proofs how firmly 
the doctrine of piety was rooted in his mind; often- 
times, but eſpecially morning and evening, lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, and praying to Him, from 
hom he had been inſtructed by his parents to de- 
ſire and hope for certain help; which the keeper 
baving often obſerved, ſaid, © he was already grown 
a ſtout little heretic.” 

About the ſame time a certain perſon was taken 
up and thrown into the ſame — a who had vo- 
luntarily abjured the mahometan impiety, and came 
but a little before from Morocco, a famous city of 

B Mauritania. 
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Mauritania, and capital of the kingdom, 1ato that 
of Spain, which lies directly over againſt it, with a 
deſign to turn chriſtian. When he had obſerved 

- | that the chriſtians were more vicious and corrupt 
| than the moors he had left, he happened to ſay, that 
| the mahometan law ſeemed to him better than the 
| chriſtian. For this, the good fathers of the faith 

, laid hold of him, thruſt him into priſon, and uſed 
kim ſo cruelly, that he ſaid publicly, even when in 
confinement, that he never repented of his chriſ— 
tianity, from the day he wes baptized till after his 
having been in the inquiſition, where he was forced, 
againſt his will, to behold all manner of violences 
and injurics v hatſoever. 

The complaint of ' onffantine, the preacher of Se- 
ville, was not lefs grievous, concerning the barba- 
rities of this priſon; who, although he had not as 
yet taſted of * tortures, yet often bewailed his mi- 
ſery in this priſon, and cried out, O my God, were 
there no Scythians in the world, no cannibals 
« more fierce and cruel than Scythians, into whoſe 
« hands thou couldſt carry me, ſo that I might but 
«* eſcape the paws of theſe wretches!'' Olmedus 
alſo, another perſon famous for piety and learning, 
fell into the inquifitors bards at Seville; and, 

through the inhumanity of his treatment,which had 

alſo proved fatal to Conſt antine, contracted a priev- 
ous illneſs, and, at laſt, died in the midft of the naſ- 
tineſs and ſtench. He wes uſed to fay, throw me 

„% ny where, O my God, ſo that I may but eſcape 

„ the hands of theſe wretches!“ 

'The author of the hiſtory of Goa agrees in 
this account, who frankly owns, that through the 
cruelty and length of his impriſonment, he fell into 
deſpair, and thereby often attempted to deftroy him- 
ſelf; firſt, by ſtarving himſelf, and, becauſe that 
did not ſucceed, he feigned himſelf ſick, and when 
the phyſician of the inquifition found his pulſe un- 

equal, 
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equal, and that he was feveriſh, he ordered him to 


be let blood, which was done again five days after. 
When the doctor was gone, he unbound his arm 
every day, that ſo, by the large effuſion of blood, 
he might continually grove weaker and weaker. In 


the mean while, he eat very little, that by hunger 


and lofs of blood, he might put an end to his miſe- 
rable life. Whilſt he was in this fad condition, he 
had ſent him a confeſſor, of the Franciſcan order, 
who, by various arguments of comfort, endeavoured 
to recover hira from his deſpair. They alfo gave 
him a companion in his priſon, which was ſome 
comfort to him in his confinement. But growing 
well again, after about five months, they tock his 
companion from him. The loneſomeneſs of his 
priſon brought on agair his melancholy and deſpatr, 
which made him inveat another method to deſtroy 
himſelf. He had a piece of gold money which he 


hal concealed in kis clothes, which he broke into 


two parts; and making it ſharp, he opened with it 
2 vein in each arm, and loſt ſo much blood, that ne 
fell into a ſwoon, the blood running about the pri- 
lon. But ſome of the ſervants happening to come 
before the uſual time to bring him lomething, found 
him in this condition. The inquiſitor hereupon 
ordered him to be loaded with irons upon his arms. 
and hands, and ſtrictly watched. This cruelty pro- 
voked him to that degree, that he endeavoured to 
beat his brains out againſt the pavement and the 
walls; and undoubtedly the ligaments upon his 
arms would have been torn off, had he continued 
any longer in that ſtate. Upon this they took off 
his chains, gave him good words, encouraged him, 
and ſent him a 60mpan1on, by whoſe converſation- 
he was refreſhed, and bore his miſery with a little 
more eaſineſs of mind. But after two months, they 
took him from him again; fo that the ſolicude of 
his priſon. was more diſtreſſing to him than before. 


B 2 The 


* 
8 


1 


— ED CD ARES IIS - 6 


11333 


— — — 


16 Txz HISTORY or 


The priſoners, as ſoon as ever they are thrown 
into priſon, are commanded to give an account of 
their name and buſineſs; then they etquire after 
their wealth; and to induce them to give in an ex- 
act account, the inquiſition promiſes them, if they 
are innocent, all that they diſcover to them ſhall be 
faithfully kept for, and reſtored to them; but that 
if they conceal any thing, it ſhall be confiſcated, 
though they ſhould be found not guilty. And, as 
in Spain and Portugal, moſt perſons are fully per- 
ſuaded of the ſanctity of this tribunal, they willing- 
ly diſcover all their poſſeſſions, even the moſt con- 
cealed things of their houſes, being certainly per- 
ſuaded, that when their innocence ſhall appear, they 
ſhall ſoon recover their liberty and effects together. 

But theſe miſerable creatures are deceived; for he 
that once falls into the hands of theſe judges, is 
ſtripped at once of all he was poſſeſſed 2 or if 
any one denies his crime, and is convicted by a ſut- 
ficient number of witneſſes, he is condemned as a 
negative convict, and all his effects confiſcated : if 
to eſcape the priſon, he confeſſes his crime, he 1s 
guilty by his own confeſſion, and, in the judgment of 
all, juſtly ſtripped of his effects. When he is diſ- 

miſſed from priſon, as a convert and penitent, he 
dares not defend his innocence, unleſs he deſires to 
be thrown again into priſon, and condemned, and, 
as a feigned penitent, to be delivered over to the ſe- 
cular arm. 

When the priſoner is brought before his judge, 
he appears with all outward figns of humility. In 
this condition, he is brought out of priſon by the 
warder. When he comes to the room of audience, 
the warder goes a little forward, and makes aer 


found reverence, then withdraws, and the prifoger 


enters by himſelf. In the midſt of the audience 
room there is placed a cruciſix, that reaches almaſt 


to the ceiling, between the arms of the pope 8 
the 
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the inquiſition. In the middle of the hall is a table 
about five foot long and four broad, with ſeats 
placed round it. At the end of the table fits the 
notary cf the inquiſition; in the middle the 1:qui- 
ſitor is ſeated; and over againſt him the pri ſoner on 
a ſtool. Upon the table is a miffal and a ſmall cru- 
eifix, upon which the priſoner is commanded to lay 
his hand, and to ſwear that he will ſpeak the truth, 
and keep every thing ſecret. After they have ſuſſi- 
eiently interrogated him, the inguiſitor fings a ben 
for the warder, who is commanded to carry Lack 
his priſoner to priſon. 

No one in the priſon muſt ſo much as mutter, or 
make any r »ſe, but mutt keep profound filence. It 
any one bemoans himſelf or bewatls his misfortune, 
or prays to God with an audible voice, or ſings a 
pſalm or,facred hymn, the keepers, who continually 
watch in the porches, and can hear even the leaſt 
ſound, immediately come to him and admoniſh him 
that ſilence muſt be kept in that holy houſe. If 
the priſoner doth not obey, the keepers admoniſn 
him again. If, after this, che priſoner perſiſts, the 
keeper opens the door, and prevents his noiſe by ſe- 
verely beating him with a ſtick, not only to chaſtiſe 
him, but to deter others, who, becauſe the cells are 
conmtiguous, and deep ſilence is kept, can very eaſily 
hear the outcries and ſound of the blows. I will 
al here a hort ſtory that I had from ſeveral per- 
ſons, which, if true, ſhews us with what feverity 
they keep this filence. A priſoner in che inquiſi- 
tion coughed; the keepers came to him and admo- 
niſhed him to forbear coughing, becauſe it was uns 
lau ful to make any noite.in that houſe. He an- 
ſwered, it was not in his power. Howerer, they + 


admoniſhed him a ſecond time to forbear it ; and, 
becauſe he Vid not, they ripped him naked, aud 
This encreated be cough, for 
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which they beat him ſo often, that at laſt de died 
through the pain and _— of the ſtripes. 
They infilt fo ſeverely on keeping this filence, 


that they may cut off every degree of comfort from 


the afflicted; and eſpecially for this reaſon, that 
the prifoners may not know one another, either by 


ſinging or any loud vaice ; for it oftentimes happens 


that after two or three years confinement in the pri- 
fon of the inquiſion, a man doth not know that his 
Friend, nor a 85 that his children and wife, are in 
the ſame priſon, till they all ſee each other in the 
act of faith; and finally, that the priſoners in the ſe- 
veral cls may not talk with one another; which if 
ever found out, their cells are immediately changed. 

If any one falls ill in the priſon, they ſend to him 
a ſurgeon and phyſician, who adminiſter all proper 
remedies to him to recover him to health. If there 
be any danger of his dying, they ſend him a con- 
fe ſſor if he deſires it. According to the proviſion 
of the Madrid inſtruction, Anno 1561, chap. 71. 
If any criminal falls ill in priſon, the inquiſitors 
* muſt take diligent care that he may have medi- 
cines, and all things neceſſary for his ſafety, and 
* the ach ice of one phyfician or more, to recover 
* him. And if he deſires a confeſſor, let them aſ- 
* ſign him one of knoyyn probity, and who may be 
% confided in, and let him be ſworn to ſecrecy. It 
the penitent ſays any thing to him in conſeſſion, 
« which he would have told out of the priſon, let 
him not obey him in this by any means, nor diſ- 
« cover an/ luch commands. But if he enjoins him 
© any ching out of confeſſion, let him reyeal chat to 
* the inquiſitors. Farther, let the inquiſitors ad- 
moni ſh ard inſtruct the confeſſor how he ſhall be- 
* have towards the penitent; particularly that he 
tell him, that fince he was impriſoned for hereſ;, 
© and aceuſod as guilty of it, he cannot be abſolved 


« unlels he judicially declares his hereſy. Let _ 
„things 
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things be left to the judgment and conſeience of 
the confeſſor, wha ought to be inſtructed, that 
he may underſtand what is fit to done in ſuch a 
« caule.” 

If the criminal doth not afk for a conſeſſor, and 
the phyſician belives the diſtemper to be dangerous, 
he muſt be perſuaded by all means to confeſs ; and 
if he judicially ſatisſies the inquifitors, he is to be 
reconciled to the church before he dies; and being 
abſolved in judgment, the confeffar muſt abſolve 
him ſacramentally. This is ordered by the ſame 
inſtruction. 

If he is well, and defires a confeſſor, ſome are of 
opinion he may not have one granted him, unleſs 
he hath confeſſed judicially : others think he may; 
and, in this caſe, the confeſſor's buſineſs is to exhort 
him to confefs his errors, and to declare the whole 
truth, as well of himſelf as of others, as he is bound, 
de jura, to do. 

They are particularly careful not. to put two or 
more in the {ame cell, unleſs the inquiſitor for any 
ſpecial reaſon ſhall ſo order, that they may not con- 
cert with one another to conecal the truth, to make 
their eſcape, or to evade their interrogatories. The 
principal reaſon, indeed, Yeems to be, that, through 
the irkſomeneſs of their impriſonment, they may 
confeſs whatſoever the 2 an would have them. 
But if an huſband and his wife are both impriſoned 
for the ſame offence, and there be no fear that one 
ſhould prevent the other from making a free con- 
feflion of the crime, they may be put in the ſame 
cell. 

The inquiſitors are obliged to viſit the prifoners 
twice every month, and ta enquire whether they 
have neceſſaries allowed them, and whether they are 
well or not. In this viſit they uſually afk him in 
theſe very words, how he 15? how he hath his healthP 
whether he wants any thing ? whether his wazder 
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is civil to him? f. e. whether he ſpeaks to him ig 
a reproachful and tevere manner; whether he gives 

him his appointed proviſion, and clean linen? and the 

lile. Theſe are exactly the ſentences and words 

they uſe in theſe vifits, to which they neither ad! 

any thing, nor act agreeably; for they uſe them 

only for ſo m's fake; and when the inquifi:or hath 

ſpoken to chem, he immediately gocs away, ſcarce 
_Dflaying tor an anſwer : and although any one of the 
priſoner's complains that he is not well uſel, it is of 
ao ad; aniage to him, nor is he better treated for the 
future. If there be occaſion or neceſſity, it will be 
convenient for them to viſit the priſoners three or 
four times.every month; yea, as often as they think 
proper, viz. when the criminal bears with impati- 
ence the misfortune and infamy of his impriſon- 
ment; in ſuch caſe, the inquiſitor muſt endeavour 
to comfort him very often, not only by himſelf, but 
by others, and to tell him, that if he makes a free 
confeſſion, his whole affair ſhall be quickly and 
kin1iy ended. 

The inquiſitors muſt take care not to talk with 
the criminals when they are examined or viſited, 
upon any other affairs but ſuch as relate to their 
buſineſs. Nor muſt: the inquiſitor be alone when 
he viſits, or otherwiſe gives them audience, but 
muſt have with him his collague, or at leaſt a notary 
or ſome other faithful ſervant of the kely office. 

This alſo they are particularly carcful of, that 
the criminals may not be removed from one cell to 
another, nor aſſociate with any other. If any pri- 
ſoners have been ſhut up together at once in the ſame 
cell, when they are removed, they muſt be removed 
together, that hegeby they may be prevented from 
communicatiag nr thing that hath been tranſacted 
in the priſon. This is more eſpecially to be ob- 
ferved. in caſe any of them recall their confeſſion, 
aſter. th2y have been removed from one cell an! 

; company 
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company to another. But if a criminal confeſſes, 
and is truly converted, he may more eaſily be re- 
moved from one cell to another, becauſe the inqui- 
ſitor is in no pain for fear of his retracting, but may 
oftentimes make uſe of him to draw out the truth 
trom other priſoners. 

If women are impriſoned, they muſt each of them 
kave, according to their quality, one honeft woman, 
at leaſt for a companion, who mutt never be abſent 
from her, to prevent all ſuſpicion of evil. This 
companion muſt be ancient, of 2 good life, pious 
and faithful. Sometimes when women are to be im- 
priſoned, they do not carry them to the priſon of 
the inquiſitors, eſpecially if they are regulars, if the 
priſons be within the walls of the monaſteries, but 
to the convents of the nuns. When this happens, 
they command the abbeſs or prioreſs to admit no 
diicourle with the priſoner without expretz leave 
of che inquiſitor, but diligently to obſerve the or- 
der given her. But, whefi the cauſe is of impor- 
tance and full of danger, and ſuch they eſteem all 
that relate to the faith, they think it ſafer that wo- 
men ſhould be impriſoned in the priſons of the in- 
quiſitors; but the cardinals inquiſitors general are tq 
be conſulted in this affair; whog after mature conſi- 
deration, are to determine, whether it be moſt expe- 
dient that ſuch criminals ſhould be kept in the pri- 
ſons of the biſhops, or inquiſkors regulars, eſpeci- 
ally if they are young and handſome, as is often the 
cate of thoſe who are taken up for telling people's 
fortunes about their ſweethearts. 

It is farther the cuſtom and received uſe of this 
holy tribunal; that ſuch who arc impriſoned for he- 
rely are not admitted to hear mals, and other prayers 
which are ſaid within the priſor, till their cauſe is 
determined. Their principal pretence for this cuſtom 
is, that it may poſſibiy happen, when there is a great 
number of criminals, that the ſeveral accomphees, 
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companions, and partakers of the crime, may, at 
leaſt by nods and ſigns, diſcover to one another how 
they mzy eſcape judgment, or conceal the truth. 

But the true and genurre reaſon is, that the pri- 
foner may have rothing to contemplate befides his 
preſent misfortune ; that, ſo being broken with mi- 
ſeris of his confinement, he may confeſs whatſoever 
the inquifiors would have him. For this reaſon 
they deny them books, and all other things that 
would be any relief to them in their techous impri— 
ſonment. If any one of the priſoners whatſoever 
prays the inquiſitor, when he viſits him, that he may 
have ſome good books, or the holy bible, he is an- 
ſxered, that the true book is to diſcover the truth, 
an to exonerate his conſcience before that holy 
tribunal; and that this is the book which he muſt 
diligently ſtudy, ig. to recover the remembrance 
of every thing faithfully, and to declare it to their 
lordſhips, Who will imme lately preſcribe a remedy 
to his languiſhing ſoul! If che priſoner, in the ſame 
or next vifit, is importunate about it, he will be 
commarded filence, becauſe if he aſks to pleaſe him- 
feif, they may grant or deny him, according to their. 

leaſuze. 

The keeping the priſon znciently belonzel to 
the executors dice; ard as often 2s he was abſent, 
he was obliged to provide ancther keeper at his own 
charge: but now the -2-per is created by the in- 

uifitor general, and is d ferent from the executor. 

Thoſe who keep the priſons for the crime of he- 
reſy, muſt ſwear before the b:ſhop and inquifitor, 
that they will faithfully keep their priſone.s, ard 
obſerve all other things preſcribed them. 

There muſt be two keepers to every priſon, in- 
duſtrious and faithful men, one appointed by the 
biſhop, the other by the inquiſitor. Fach of them 
may have their proper ſervant. Leſides this, to 
every cell there mult be two different keys, each 
| ke-pes, 
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Lecper to have one, which they may give to their 
ſervants to ſupply the priſoners with neceſſaries.— 
The biſhop and . have no power to agree 
that there ſhall be but one keeper, becauſe it doth 
not ſeem ſafe enough; neither is it allowed them 
by law, nor appointed in their cauſe or favour. 

But now there is only one keeper appointed in 
every province, choſen by the inquiil.or general, 
who is not allowed to give the priſoncis their food; 
but the inquiſitors chuſe ſome proper perſon in this 
office, who is commonly called the diipenſer. The 
proviſions they give the criminals are generally pre- 
pared and dreſſed in the houſe of the inquiſition; 
becauſe if they were to be prepared in the houſes 
of the criminals themſelves, or auy where elſe, ſome- 
thing might eafily be hid under them, that might 
furniſh them with the means to conceal the truth, 
or to elude or eſcape judgment. This, however, is 
to be left to the prudence and pleaſure of the inqui- 
ſitors, whether and when the criminals may, with- 
out danger, prepare their proviſion in their own 
houſes. Put upon account of the hazard attending 
it, the inquifitors but ſeldom, and not without ex- 
quiſite care, gratify them in this particular. If any 
things are ſent by their friends, relations, or domeſ- 
tics, the keeper and diſpenſer never ſuffer them to 
have „ firſt conſulting the inquiſitors. 

As theſe keepers have it in their power greatly 
to injure or ſerve their priſoners, they muſt promiſe 
by an oath, before the biſhop and inquifitors, that 
they will exerciſe a faithful care and concern in 
keeping them, and that neither of them will ſpeak 
to any of them but in preſence of the other, and 
that they will not defraud them of their proviſion, - 
nor of thoſe things which are brought to them. — 
Their ſervants alſo are obliged to take their oath., 

But, notwithſtanding this law, a great part of the 
proviſion appointed for the priſoners is aur tn 

om 
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from them by their covetous keepers; and if they 
are accuſed for this to the inquifitors, they are much 
more gently puniſhed than if they had uſed any 
mercy towards them. Reginald Gonſalve relates, 
that in his time, Gaſper Bennavidius was keeper of 
a priſon, “ He was a man of monſtrous covetouſ- 
© neſs and cruelty, who defrauded his miſerable pri- 
« ſoners of a great part of their proviſions, which 
« were ill dreffed, and fcarce the tenth part of what 
« was allowed them, and ſold it ſecretly, for no great 
« price, at the Triana. Beſides, he wholly — 
« from them the little money allowed them to pay 
for the waſhing of their linen; thus ſuffering them 
eto abide many days together in a naſty condition, 
e deceiving the inquiſitor and treaſurer, who put 
« that money to the keeper's account, as 1 it 
« had been expended every week for the uſe of the 
« priſoners, for whom it is appointed. Neither 
Vas it very difficult to deceive them, becauſe they 
* took but little pains to enquire out the truth. If 
« any one of the priſoners complained, muttered, or 
„opened his mouth upon account of this intolera- 
ple uſage, the cruel wretch, who had diveſted him- 
„ ſelf of all humanity, had a remedy at hand. He 
* brought the priſoner immediately out of his a- 
„ partment, and put him down into a place they 
call Mazmorro, a deep ciftern that had no water 
* init. There he left him for ſeveral days together 
« without any thing to lie on, not ſo much as — 
„His proviſion there was ſo very rotten, that it was 
* more proper to deſtroy his health by ſickneſs, than 
to preſerve it, or ſupport him in life. All this he 
did without ever conſulting the inquiſitor, and yæt 
* fraudulently and villainoufly pretended their com- 
„mand to his priſoner. If any one beſought him 
* to complain to the inquiſitors for ſo injurious a 
a treatment, for they could not do it by any other 


4 perſon, and to defire an audience, the cunning 
« wretch, 


Tux INQUISITION , 25 


„ wretch, knowing that the whole blame muſt lie 
© upon himſelf, pretended that he had aſked, but 
* could not obtain it. By ſuch forged anſwers, he 
„ kept the miſerable priſonerin that deep pit twelve 
* or fifteen days, more or leſs, till he had fully gra- 
* tified his anger and cruelty. After this he brought 
him out, and threw him into his former priſon, 
60 Rory him that this favour was owing fo his 
„ humanity and care, having made interceſſion for 
* him with their lordſhips. In ſhort, his thefts and 
injuries with which he plagued his priſoners, who 
« were otherwiſe taiſerable enough, were ſo nume- 
« rous, that ſome perſons of intereſt with the inqui- 
« fitors at length accuſed him before them. Upon 
« this he was impriſoned himſelf ; and being found 
« owlty of many falſe accuſations, he received this 
« ſentence: that he ſhould come out at a public a& 
« of the faith, carrying a wax candle in his hand, be 
« baniſhed five years from the city, and forfeit the 
« whole ſum of money, which by virtue of his of- 
« fice he was to have received from the holy tri- 
« bunal. | | 


& This/very man, whilſt he was keeper, had in 


„his family an ancient ſervant maid, who, obſerv- 
ing the diſtreſs of the priſoners labouring under 
« intolerable hunger ard naſtineſs, thro' the wick- 
« edneſs and barbarity of her maſter, was ſo moved 
with pity towards them, being herſelf well in- 
« clined to the evangelical piety, that ſhe often ſpoke 
« to them through the doors of their cells, comfort- 
ed them, and, as well as ſhe could, exhorted them 
to patience, many times putting them in meat un- 
der their doors, in proportion to the mean and low 
abilities of her condition. And when ſhe had no- 
« thing of her own, by which to ſhew her liberality 
to the priſoners of Chriſt, ſhe ſtole good part of 
„that proviſion from the wicked thief her maſter, 
* which he had folen from the priſoners, and re- 
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from them by their covetous keepers; and if they 
are accuſed for this to the inquifitors, they are much 
more gently puniſhed than if they had uſed any 
mercy towards them. Reginald Gonſalve relates, 
that in his time, Gaſper Bennavidius was keeper of 
a priſon, —< He was a man of monſtrous covetouſ- 
* neſs and cruelty, who\defrauded his miſerable pri- 
« ſoners of a great part of their proviſions, which 
« were ill dreffed, and fcarce the tenth part of what 
Was allowed them, and ſold it fecretly, for no great 
« price, at the Triana. Beſides, he wholly ; 
from them the little money allowed them to pay 
for the waſhing of their linen; thus ſuffering them 
* to abide many days together in a naſty condition, 
% deceiving the 1nquifitor and treaſurer, who put 
that money to the keeper's account, as W it 
« had been expended every week for the uſe of the 
*« priſoners, for whom it is appointed. Neither 
e was it very difficult to deceive them, becauſe they 
* took but little pains to enquire out the truth. If 
any one of the priſoners complained, muttered, or 
„opened his mouth upon account of this intolera- 
ble uſage, the cruel wretch, who had diveſted him- 
« ſelf of all humanity, had a remedy at hand. He 
* brought the priſoner immediately out of his a- 
* partment, and put him down into a place they 
call Mazmorro, a deep ciſtern that had no water 
* init. There he left him for ſeveral days together 
« without any thing to lie on, not ſo much as ; 22 
* His proviſion there was ſo very rotten, that it was 
* more proper to deſt roy his health by ſickneſs, than 
to preſerve it, or ſupport him in life. All this he 
* did without ever conſulting the inquiſitor, and yæt 
* fraudulently and villainoufly pretended their com- 
mand to his priſoner. If any one beſought him 
* to complain to the inquiſitors for fo injuricus a 
a treatment, for they could not do it by any other 
perſon, and to deſire an audience, the cunning 

« wretch, 

A 


* 1 V 


Tux INQUISITION 25 


„ wretch, knowing that the whole blame muſt lie 
% upon himſelf, pretended that he had aſked, but 
* could not obtaih it. By ſuch forged anſwers, he 
kept the miſerable priſonęr in that deep pit twelve 
* or fifteen days, more or leſs, till he had fully gra- 
* tified his anger and cruelty. After this he brought 
„him out, and threw him into his former priſon, 
0 3 him that this favour was owing to his 
„ humanity and care, having made interceſſion for 


* him with their lordſhips. In ſhort, his thefts and 
injuries with which he plagued his priſoners, who 


were otherwiſe miſerable enough, were ſo nume- 
« rous, that ſome perſons of intereſt with the inqui- 
« ſitors at length accuſed him before them. Upon 
« this he was 1mpriſoned himſelf ; and being found 
« owity of many falſe accuſations, he received this 
« ſentence: that he ſhould come out at a public a& 
« of the faith, carrying a wax candle ia his hand, be 
« baniſhed five years from the city, and forfeit the 
« whole ſum of money, which by virtue of his of- 
« fice he was to have received from the holy tri- 
« bunal. ; | | ; 
„This very man, whilſt he was keeper, had in 
his family an ancient ſervant maid, who, obſerv- 
« ing the diftreſs of the priſoners labouring under 
« intolerable hunger ard naſtineſs, thro* the wick- 
« edneſs and barbarity of her maſter, was ſo moved 
with pity towards them, being herſelf well in- 
« chned to the evangelical piety, that ſhe often ſpoke 
« to them through the doors of their cells, comfort- 
ed them, and, as well as ſhe could, exhorted them 
to patience, many times putting them in meat un- 
der their doors, in proportion to the mean and low 
abilities of her condition. And when ſhe had no- 
« thing of her own, by which to ſhew her liberality 
* to the priſoners of Chriſt, ſhe ſtole good part of 
« that proviſion from the wicked thief her maſter, 
* which he had Polen from the priſoners, and re- 
* ; e ſtored 
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« ſtored it to them. And that we may the more 
«wonder at the providence of God, who ſo orders 
eit, that the worſt of parents ſhall not have always 
e the worſt of children, but ſometimes even the beſt, 
aA little daughter of the keeper himſelf was greatly 
« affiſting to the maid in dale pious thefts. By 
„means of this Tervant, the priſoners had informa- 
« tion of the ſtate of the affairs of their brethren 
« and fellow-priſoners, which much comforted them, 
« and wasſoftentimes of great ſervice to their cauſe. 
But, at length, the matter was diſcovered by the 
« Joxds inquiſitors, by whom ſhe was thrown into 
« priſon for a year, and underwent the ſame fate 
* with the other priſoners; was condemned to walk 
in the public proceſſion with a yellow garment, 
« and to receive two hundred ftripes, which was ex- 
« ecuted upon her the following day through the 
«©-ſtreets of the city, with the uſual pomp and cru- 
« elty. To all this was added, baniſhment from the 
« city and its territories for ten years. Her title 
« was, the Fawoureſs and Hidreſs of heretics. What 
« excited the implacable indignation of the lords, 
« the fathers of the faith, Saint her, was, that they 
« diſcovered in her examination, that ſhe had re- 
„ vealed the ſecrets of the moſt holy tribunal to 
„ ſome of the inhabitants of the city, particularly 
relating to the proviſion allotted to the priſoners. 
« From both thefe examples, and from their differ- 
« ent and unequal puniſhment, any one may ſee how 
much ſafer it is to add to the abliction of the pri- 
« ſoners in their priſon, than to comfort them by 
« any act of humanity and mercy whatſoever.” 
And, and in order that the priſon for hereticks 
may be kept ſecret, no one of he officials, no, nol 
the judge himſelf, as we ſhall afterwards fee, can 
enter it alone, or ſpeak with the priſoners, but be- 
fore another, of ho officials, nor without the pre- 


vious order of the inquifitors. All are obliged to 
ſwear 
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{wear that they will obſerve this, that no one may 
ſee or ſpeak to the priſoners befides the perſon who 
gives them their neceſſaries, who muſt be a faithful 

oneſt perſon; and is obliged to ſwear that he will 
not es the ſecrets, ' and muſt be ſearched, to 
prevent his carrying any orders or letters to the pri- 
loners. 

This command they will have obſerved as moſt 
ſacred, becauſe, as they ſay, ſecrecy is the ſtrength 
of the inquiſition, which might eaſily be violated 
unleſs this order be punctually kept, and therefore 
they always moſt ſeverely puniſh thoſe who tranſ- 
greſs it. Gon/alvius Montanus gives us a very re- 
markable inſtance of this. A few years ago, v7z. 
before Gonſalvius wrote this account, one Peter ab 
Herera, a man not altogether vile, but of ſome 
„ humanity, and not very old, was appointed keeper 
* of the tower of Triana, which is the priſon of 
the inquifition. It happened, as it often doth in 
* ſuch numerous and promiſcuous impriſonments, 
that, amongſt other priſoners comr:itted to his 
e cuſtody, there was a certain good matron with her 
„two daughters, who'were put in different cells, 
and earneſtly defired the liberty of ſeeing one 
% another, and comforting each other in ſo great a 
% calamity. They therefore earneſtly entreated the 
„ keeper, that he would ſuffer them to be together 
fox one quarter of an hour, that they might have 
the ſatisfaction of embracing each other. He, 
„being moved with humanity and compaſſion, al- 
* lowed them to be together, and talk with one ano- 
e ther for half, an hour; and, after they had in- 
„ dulged their mutual affections, he put them, as 
* they were before, in their ſeparate priſons. A 
few days after this, they were put, with great cru- 
 elty, to the torture; and the Ro being afraid 
that through the ſeverity of their torments, they 


« auld dilcover to the lords, the fathersin uiſitors, 
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„his ſmall humanity, in ſuffering them to con- 
*« verſe together for half an hour without the in- 
quiſitors leave, through terror, went himſelf to 
the holy tribunal, of his own accord confeſſed his 
*« fin, and prayed for pardon; fooliſhly believing, 
that by ſuch his confeſion, he ſhould prevent the 
„ puniſhment that threatened him for this action. 
*« But the lords inquifitors judged this to be ſo hein- 
* ous a crime, that they ordered him immediately 
to be thrown into priſon; and ſuch was the cru- 
«* elty of his treatment, and the diſorder of mind 
* that followed on it, that he ſoon grew diſtracted. 
„However, his diſorder and madneſs did not ſave 
him from a more grievous puniſhment ; for, af- 
d ter he had lain a full year in that curſed priſon, 
they brought him out in the public proceſſion, 
„ cloathed with the yellow garment, and an halter 
round his neck, as though he had been a common 


© thief, and condemned him firſt to receive two 


* hundred laſhes through the ſtreets of the city, and 
then to the gallies for fix years. The day after 
the proceſſion, as he was carried fromtheTriana to 
* be whipt with the uſual ſolemnity ; his madneſs, 
* which uſually ſeized him every other hour, came 
on him; and throwing himſelf from the aſs, on 


* which for the greater ſhame he was carried, he 


* flew upon the inquifitory A/guazzle, (who is an 
* officer that executes the orders of the inquiſition) 
and ſnatching from him a ſword, had certainly 
e killed him, had he not been prevented by the mob 
* who attended him, and ſet him again upon the 
„ aſs, and guarded him till he had received the two 


hundred laſhes, according to his ſentence. After 
this, the lords inquiſitors ordered, that as he had 
e behaved himſelf indecently towards the Algua zile, 


% four years more ſhould be added to the fix for 


* which he was at firſt condemned to the gallies. ,. 


Theſe keepers are anſwerable for the ſmalleſt 
N fault, 
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fault, for they are to uſe the ſame care in the euſ- 
tody of their priſoners, as fathers ought to do in 
governing their families; ſo that if they ſuffer any 
one to eſcape from priſon, they are to be puniſhed 
according to the nature of their offence. It is 
therefore their buſineſs frequently to viſit and ſearch 
the cells of their priſoners, to prevent. any thing 
from being clandeſtinely carried in, by which they 
may deſtroy themſelves, dig through the walls; and 
ſo eſcape. Their care of the women, is to be pe- 
culiarly ſtrict, fince the ſex is naturally-frail, and 
more ſubject than men to yield to paſſion and deſ- 
pair, and ſo are more likely to ſeek an occafion of 
deſtroying themſelves. They muſt, above all other 
things, take care that they do not behave themſelves 
indecently towards their women priſoners. Thus 
the congregation of cardinals inquiſitors general, 
condemned a keeper to the gallies for ſeven years 
and to perpetual baniſhment from the place where 
e committed his offence, for having carnal know- 


tedge of a woman that was priſoner in the holy of-- 
fice; as appears from the letters of cardinal Arige- 
nius, January 13th, 1610; directed to the inquiſitor 


of Cremona. 
If tie inquifitor thinks it neceſſary to prevent the 


eſcape of any priſoners, he may lay them in irons. . 


If the poverty of the inquiſitors is ſo great, or their 
riſons ſo defective, as Jo they are-not fit to hold 
in ſafe cuſtody, either for the thinneſs of the walls, 
or for want of iron bars to the windows, or ſuffici- 
ent bolts for the doors, if the magiſtrate be required 
by the inquiſitor, he muſt take care of the ſafe euſ- 
tody of the priſoners, according to the conſtitution 
of Alexander IV. x 
What the ſeveral duties of the meſſenger, door- 
keeper, and phyſician are, is plain enough from their 
very names. They muſt be honeſt men, and not 


ſuſpected, and born of old chriſgans, 


— 
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| 
| 
Of the Examination of the Priſoners. | 
\ V | ' tk 
HEN the criminal is put in priſon, he is c 
brought before the inquiſitor. The place where ] 
he appears before the inquiſitor, is called by the { 
Portugueſe, the table of the holy office. At the 0 
farther end of it there 1s placed a crucifix, raiſed up 1 
almoſt as high as the ceiling. In the middle of the 
room there is a table. At that end which is near- 9 
eſt the crucifix, ſits the ſecretary or notary of the n 
inquiſition. The criminal is brought in by the h 
beadle, with his head, arms, and feet naked, and is f. 
followed by one of the keepers. When they come e 
to the chamber of audience, the beadle enters firſt, t] 
makes a profound reverence. before the inquiſitor, a: 
and then withdraws. After this the criminal enters Is 
alone, who is ordered to fit down on a bench at the 3 
other end of -the table, over againſt the ſecretary. tc 
The inquiſitor ſits on his right hand. On the table th 
near the criminal lies a miſſal, or book of the goſ- cc 
pels, and he is ordered to lay his hand on one of di 
them, and to ſwear that he will declare the truth, co 
and keep ſecrecy. . | er 
After takin? this oath of declaring the truth both ed 

of himſelf and others, the inquiſitor interrogates 
him of divers matters. As, whether he knows why W 
he was taken up, or hath been informed of it by any he 
one or more perſons? Where, when and how he of 
* was apprehended? If he ſays that he knows no- an 
thing of it, he is aſked, whether he cannot gueſs at . fl 
the reaſon? Whether he knows in what p::ſons tar 


he le 
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he is detained? and upon what account men are im- 
priſoned there? if he ſays he cannot gueſs at the 
cauſe of his impriſonment, but knows that he is in 
the priſons of the holy office, where heretics and 
wes. ſuſpected of hereſy are confined, he is told, 
that ſince he knows perſons are confined there for 
their profanation of religion, he ought to conclude, 
that he alſo is confined for the ſame reaſon, and muft 
therefore declare what he believes to be the cauſe 
of his own apprehenſion and confinement in the 
priſons of the ly office. If he ſays he cannot ima- 
gine what it ſhould be, before he 1s aſked any other 
queſtions, he receives a gentle admonition, and is 
put in mind of the lenity of the holy office towards 
thoſe who confeſs without forcing, and of the ri- 
giour of juſtice uſed towards thoſe who are obſti- 
nate. They alſo compare other tribunals with the 
holy office, and remind him, that in others the con- 
feſſion of the crime draus after it immediate ex- 
ecution and puniſhment ; but that in the court of 
the inquiſition, thoſe who confeſs, and are penitent, 
are treated with greater gentleneſs. After this he 
is admoniſhed in writing, and told, that the minifters 
of the holy office never take up any one, or are uſed 
to apprehend any one, without a juſt cauſe; and 
that therefore they earneſtly befeech him, and 
command and enjoin him, exactly to recollect and 
diligently to conſider his actions, to examine his 


conſcience, and purge it from all thoſe offences and 


errors it labours under, and for which he is inform- 
ed againft. 

After this he is aſked, what race he comes of? 
Who were his parents and anceſtors? that hereby 
he may declare all his family. Whether any one 
of them was at any time taken up by the holy office, 
and e dutnaas? 'This they are eſpecially 


aſked who deſcend from jews, mahometans, and ſec- 
taries. Where he was brought up? In what places 
Le hath dwelt?. Whether he ever changed bis 

country e 
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couptry? Why he did fo, and wept into Works 
reſa 


lace? With whom he converſed in the aforef id 
places? who were his friends, and with whom he 
Vas intimate? Whether he ever converſed with an' 
of his acquaintance about matters of religion, or 
heard them ſpeak about religion? In what place, 


and when, and how often, and 6f what things or ] 
matters they converſed? They partiqularly a 1 
theſe queſtions of perſons whom they imagine to be 0 
crafty and cynning, and not eaſily brought to de- 

0 


clare the truth, that from their kjndred, country, 
education, employment, time paſt, acquaintance, | 
Friendſhip, behaviour, ang words, the inquifitor ma k 
Ara ſtrong arguments of ſuſpicion. '{'heſe quel- 
tions are eſpecially aſked, when ſuch criminals are P 
examined, who have dwelt in the countries of ſchiſ- 
matics, heretics, and other infidel and errqneous per- 
ſons, becauſe, when they have dwelt a lon while 
amongſt ſuck perſons, they are believed the moxe Pr 
,eafily to have followed their practices. 8 
He is moreover aſked, of what profeſſion he is, 
and what employment of life he follows; Whether N 
he be rich or poor? What returns he hath, and hit 
what the expenſes of bis living? Then he. is com- Pie 
manded to give an account of his life, and to declare off 
What he; hath done from his childhood, even to this adj 
time. And that he may declare all this, he is aſked 


in what places or cities he ſtudied, and what Sen 
\Audies he followed; Who were his maſters, hk: ie 
names he muſt tell. What arts he learned? What lati 
books he hath had, and read? And whether he hath hin 
nqw any books treating of religion, and what? £ 
Whether ever he hath been examined and cited, gr _ 
ſned, or proceſſed before any other tribunal, or the = 
tribunal of the holy inquiſition, and for what cauſes? _ 
and whether he was ablolved or condemned, by N | 
What judge, and in what year; whether ever he £ T6 


was excommunicated, and for what cauſe? Whether MY. 
be was afterwards abſolved or condemned, and for 2N 
| What 
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what reaſon! Whether he hath every year ſacra- 
mentally confeſſed his ſins, how often, and in what 
church? Then he is commanded to give the names 
of his confeſſors, and of thofe from whom he hath 
received the euchariſt, and eſpecially for the ten 
years laſt paſt, and more. What orations, or holy 
prayers he recites? Whether he hath any enemies, 
whoſe names he muſt tell, and the reaſons of their 
enmity. | 

If the criminal is perſuaded by theſe, or by more 
or leſs ſuch interrogatories, openly to confeſs the 
truth, his cauſe is finiſhed, becauſe it is immediately 
known what will be the iſſue of it. 

But if aſter all theſe interrogatories the priſoner 
perſiſts in the negative, and ſays he doth not know 
why he is cited or {ent to priſon, the inquiſitor re- 
ur that fince it appears from his own words that 

e will not diſcover the truth, and that there is no 
proof of his having ſuch enmities with any perſons, 
or that-there are no ſuch cauſes of hatred as he al- 
ledges, by which others could, or ought to be 
induced flanderouſly, and falſly to inform againſt 
him, that therefore there ariſes the ſtronger ſuſ- 
picion, that the depoſitions againſt him in the holy 
office are true. And therefore he is beſeeched and 
adjured by the bowels of mercy of Chrift Jeſus, 
to conſider better and better, and ingenuouſly to 
confeſs the truth, and to declare whether he hath 
erred in words or deęds in the aforeſaid matter re- 
lating to the faith, and the holy office, or rendered 
himſelf ſuſpected to others. 

All thefe interrogatories propoſed to the crimi- 
nals, and their anſwets and ſayings, as propoſed and 
ſpoken; ate faithfully and at large to be written, 
down by the notary:; and if the criminal can write, 
he ſubſcribes it; if he cannot, he puts the fign of 
the croſs. 

If by ſuch general interrogatories the inquiſitor 
cannot draw from the priſoner a confeſſion of the 

crime 
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crime of which he is accuſed, he comes to. particu- 
lar interrogatories, which relate. to the matter i- 
ſelf, or the crimes or hereſies for which the crimi- 
nal was denounced. For inftance, if he was accuſed 
for denying purgatory, then one, two, or three days 
after his firſt examination, he is again interrogated 
by the inquiſitor, whether he hath any thing, and 
what, any , beſides what he ſaid in his other ex- 
amination ? Whether he hath thought better of the 
matter, and can recollect the cauſe of his impriſon- 
ment, and former examination, or hath at leaſt any 
ſuſpicion, who could accuſe him to the holy office, 
and of what matters? Whether he hath; heard any 
one diſcourfing of paradiſe, purgatory, and hell? 
What he heard concerning that matter? Whot 
were that he heard ſpeaking or diſputing of tho 
things? Whether he ever diſcourſed of them? 
What he hath believed, and doth now believe about 
purgatory ? If he anſwers, that his faith concern- 
ing it hath been right, and denies any ill belief, but 
that he believes as holy mother church beheves and 
teaches, he is ordered to ſay what the holy roman 
mother church doth think and believe concerning 
this article. | 

When he hath given in his anſwer, he is admo- 
niſhed to confider well and tell the truth, and to be- 
ware of lying, becauſe the contrary is proved by wit- 


neſſes againſt him, viz. that ſpeaking of purgatory, 
hae ſaid ſuch and ſuch things; and then they recite 


the words which the denouncer and witneſs have 
depoſed, were ſpoken by him. And thus he is ſuc- 
eeſſively in the ſame, or another examination in- 


terrogated in the ſame manner, concerning the ſe- 


veral articles for which he is denounced : as, whe- 
ther he ſaid, that ſimple fornication is no fin, that 
it is lawful to invocate devils, and offer ſacrifices to 
them, aud the like. All theſe things the gotary re- 
n | caves, 


r 


= a a 


. REL. 4.2 


Tur INQUISITION - 35 


celves, as in the gen exuatnaticn: and the priſoner 
ſubſcribes them. 

If the priſoner's anſwers do not agree with his 
former anſwers, he is examined again and again; 
and, as ſhall hereafter be ſhewn, they proceed to 
farther remedies. And whatever the popiſh doctors 
may write, they who have been 1n the priſon of the 
Inquiſition with one voice complain, tha they are 
left in uncertainty for a long while, what are the 
crimes of which they are —_ and that the in- 
quifitors would willingly draw from their own 
mouths a confeſſion of crimes to which they are not 
conſcious. And this is cunningly invented for this 
reaſon, that if any perſon ſhould have happened to 
have ſpoken any thing not agreeable to — roman 
faith, and of which poſſibly he is not accuſed, he 
may diſcover thoſe things alſo, becauſe he is uncer- 
tain of what crime he is accuſed, on account of that 
horrid filence which is there obſerved; or that he 
may accuſe himſelf falſely of certain things to free 
himſelf from that dreadful priſon. So that they 
all affirm their accuſations are not diſcovered to 
them till after a long confinement, that fo being 
broken and tired out with a continued and horrible 
impriſonment, they may confeſs of themſelves things 
that never came into their minds. 

If the prifoner knows the reaſon of his bein 
apprehended, and openly confeſſes every thing of 
which he bath been accuſed to the inquiſitor, he is 
commended, and eneouraged to hope for a ſpeedy 
deliverance. If he confeſſes ſome things, but can- 
not gueſs at others, he is commended for taking up 
the purpoſe of accuſing himſelf, and exhorted b 
the bowels of mercy of Jeſus Chriſt, to proceed, wad 
ingenuoufly to confeſs every thing elſe of which he 
is accuſed, that ſo he may experience that Kindneſs 
and mercy which this tribunal uſes toward thoſe 


who manifeſt a zeal repentance of their crimes by 
a fincere 
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a ſincere and voluntary confeſſion. If the caſe doth 
not relate to formal hereſy, but to ſome kind of 
fortune-teliing, or heretical word, and the priſoner 
confeſſes the act or word, but denies the heretical 
intention, the inquiſitors uſe all their endeavours to 
draw from him alſo a confeſſion. And firſt they 
enquire, whether that fact or word was committed 
once, or oftner? If oftner, they do not eaſily be- 
heve the criminal, affirming his good intention and 
belief; becauſe the oftner an heretical propoſition 
was uttered, there ariſes a greater ſuſpicion, that 
both his intention and faith were bad. 

If by no means he can draw out a confeſſion from 
the priſoner, he treats him more kindly in his food 
and drink, and procures certain perſons, no ways 
ſuſpected concerning the faith, to go to him, and 
frequently to converſe with him of ſeveral things, 
not at all relating to his cauſe, and at length to per- 
ſuade him to have confidence in them, and to adviſe 
bim to confeſs the truth, promiſing that the inqui- 
ſitor ſhail be favourable to him, and that they will 
te mediators in his behalf. At length the inquifi- 
tor comes along with them, ard promiſes to ſhew 
bim favour if he will confeſs the truth, for all is 
gracious that is done for the converſion of heretics, 
and even their penances are graces and remedies. 
If the perſan accuſed by this means prays for favour 
and confeiles his error, the inquiſitor anſwers, “ you 
ſhall have much fpreater favour than you aſked :" 
but promiſes it only in general terms, for he thinks 
he fulfils his promiſe in ſhewing the leaſt kindneſs 
to him afterwards. And when they promiſe to ſhew 
favor, it is underſtood only of thoſe puniſhments 
which are left to their own power, vis. ſeveral pe- 
nitential puniſhments, becauſe they cannot remit 
thoſe which are appointed by the law. They far- 
ther teach, that notwithftarding the promife of ſuch 
grace, they may ir ſlict periitential and arbitrary pu- 
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nifhments ; becauſe, if after a long time, continual 
admonitions, and ſometimes after the torture, cri- 
minals confeſs their offence upon the promiſe of 
ſuch grace, the inquiſitors may legally and juſtly in- 
fit more grievous penitential puniſhments, if they 
omit the leſſer; for if one or another be remitted, 
they think they abundantly ſatisfy their promiſe. 
And by theſe flattering aſſurances they ſometimes 
overcome the minds of more unwary perſons; and 
when they have obtained the deſigned end, immedi- 
ately forget them all. Of this the following is a 
remarkable inſtance. | 
In the firſt fire that was blown up at Seville, Ann. 

1558, or 1559, amongſt many others who were 
taken up, there was a certain pious matron, with 
her two virgin daughters, and her niete by her ſiſter, 
who was married. As they endured thoſe tortures 
of all kinds, with a truly manlike conſtancy, by which 
they endeavoured to make them perfidiouſly betray 
their brethren in Chriſt, and eſpecially to accuſe 
one another, the inquiſitor at length commanded 


one of the daughters to be ſent for to audience. 


There he diſcourſed with her alone for a conſide- 
rable time, in order to comfort her, as indeed ſhe_ 
needed it. When the diſcourſe was ended, the girl 
was remanded to her priſon. Some days after, he 
acted the ſame part again, cauſing her to be brought 
before him ſeveral days —— the evening, de- 
taining her for a conſiderable while; ſometimes 
telling her, how much he was grieved for her afflic- - 
tions, and then intermixing familiarly enough other 
pleaſant and agreeable things. All this, as the eveat 
thewed, had only this tendency, that after he had 
perſuaded the poor fimple girl, that he was really, 
and with a fatherly affection, concerned for her ca- 
lamity, and would conſult as a father, what might 
be for her benefit and ſalvation, and that of her mo- 
ther and ſiſters, ſhe might wholly throw herlelf into 
g D his 
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his protection. After ſome days ſpent in ſuch fa- 
miliar diſcourſes, during which he pretended to 
mourn with her over her calamity, and to ſhew him- 
ſelf affected with her miſeries, and to give her all 
the proofs of his goodwill, in order, as far as he 
could, to remove them, when he knew he had de- 
ceived the girl, he begins to perſuade her to diſcover 
what ſhe knew of herſelf, her mother, ſiſters, and 
aunts, who were not yet apprehended, promiſing 

n oath, that if ſhe would faithfully diſcover to 
him all that ſhe knew of that affair, he would find 
out a method to relieve her from all her misfortunes, 
and to ſend them all back again to their houſes. 
The girl, who had no very great penetration, being 
thus allured by the promiſes and perſuaſions of the 
father of the faith, begins to tell him ſome things fi 
relating to the holy doctrine ſhe had been taught, 
and about which they uſed to confer with one ano- { 
ther. When the inquifitor had now got hold of 
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the thread, he dexterouſly endeavoured to find his 1 
way throughout the whole labyrinth, oftentimes 1 
ealling the girl to audience, that what ſhe had de- th 
poſed, might be taken down in a legal manner, al- b) 
ways perſuading her, that this would be the only 
juſt means to put an end to all her evils. In the on 
audience, he renews to her all his promiſes, by pr 
which he had before aſſured her of her liberty and os 
the like. But when the poor girl expected the per- "i 
formance of them, the ſaid inquiſitor, with his fol- th, 
lowers, finding the ſucceſs of his craftineſs, by which pr 
he had in part drawn out of the girl, what before 20 
they could not extort from her by torments, deter- bis 
mined to put her to the torture again, to force out on 
of her what they thought ſhe had yet concealed. —- A 
Accordingly, the was made to ſuffer the moſt crue} os 
part of it, even the rack, and the torture by water, 2 


till at laſt they had ſqueezed out of her, as with a ©} 


preſs, both the hereftes and accuſations of os 
ey 
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they had been hunting after. For, through the 
extremity of her torture, ſhe accuſed her mother 
and fifters, and ſeveral others, who were afterwards 
taken up and tortured, and burnt alive in the fame 
fire with the girl. 

But if they do not ſucceed in this way, the 
inquifitor permits ſome perſon or other who 1s 
not unacceptable to the priſoner, to go to him and 
converſe with him, and if it be needful, to feign 
bimſelf ſtill one of his own ſect, but that he abjured' 
through fear, and diſcovered the truth to the in- 
quiſitor. When he finds that the priſoner confides 
in him, he comes to him again late in the evening, 
keeps on a diſcourſe with him; at length pretendirg 
it is too late to go away, and that therefore he Will 
ſlay with him all night in the priſon, that they may 
converſe together, and the priſoner may be per- 
ſuaded by the other's diſcourſe, to confeſs to one 
another what they have committed. In che mean 
while, there are perſons ſtanding at a proper place 
without the priſon, to hear and to take notice of 
their words, who, when there 1s need, are attended 
by a notary. 

Now, the perſon who thus treacherouſly draws 
out any thing according to his defire from his fellow 
priſoners, prays the priſon-keeper, when, according 
to cuſtom, he is viſiting his priſoners, to defire that 
he may have an audience : for this is the method 
the priſoners take; and when he goes out of his 
priſon to give an account of his office, he diſcovers 
not only what he heard from any of the priſoners, 
but alſo how they received the doctrine propoſed 
to them, whether with a chearful or angry coun- 
tenance, aud the like; if they refuſed to give them 
an anſwer, and what they themſelves think of them. 
And the accuſations of ſuch a wretch they look on 
as the beſt and moſt unexceptionable evidence, al- 
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althought he perſon be otherwiſe one of no manner 
of worth, credit, or regard. 

Theſe ſort of perſons they call ies; and, as Gon- 
falvius tells us, they may be known and found out 
by this one tHing, that for the moſt part they thruſt 
themſelves into ſuch ſort of converſations, without 
any one's aſking them, and begin very impertinently 
ſuch diſcourſes concerning doctrine. And there- 
fore he adviſes, that if the priſoners act prudently, 
they will let chem talk themſelves weary, without 

giving them any anſwer. 
Lately in che inquiſition in Spain and Portugal, 
another method is taken to draw a confeſſion from 
the priſoners, viz. The inquiſfitor ſuborns a certain 
2 to go and ſpeak to the priſoner, and to tell 
im, he comes of himſelf, and of his own accord, 
and to exhort him to tell the inquiſitor the truth, 
becaule he is a merciful man, and {ch fine tales. 
This is now particularly. the cuſtom in Spain and 
Portugal, as to thoſe they call the new . — 
If the priſoner affirms himſelf to be a catholic, and 
denies that he is a jew, and is not convicted by a 
ſufñicient number of witneſſes, they ſuborn one to 
perſuade him to confeſs. If he proteſts himſelf in- 
nocent, the other replies, that he alſo hath been in 
priſon, and that his proteſting his innocence ſigni- 
fied nothing. What, had you rather dwell for ever 
in priton, and render your life miſerable, by being 
for ever parted from your wife and children, than 
redcem your freedom by confeffing the crime? By 
this and other like things, the priſoners are often- 
times perſuaded to con feſs not only real, but fi Ki- 
tious crimes. And when their conſtancy is thus al- 
molt overcome, the inquiiitor commands them to be 
brzouzh!: b-fore him, that they way make him a 

confeſſion of their faults. 
Gunſalvins juſtly wonders, he men can be of fo 
deviliſh a temper, as volumari:; to ivge tiewntelves 
out 
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out (0 ſuch offices, and at ſo great an expenſe to 


themſelves, who, in order to obtain their defire, do 
not refuſe to be priſoners with others, even for two 
or three months together, in a vile narrow priſon, 
but bear willingly, what the priſoners themſelves, 
bear with the greateſt uneaſineſs, all the inconve- 
niencies of it, hunger, naſtineſs, and ſtench ; and 
what is more wonderful, go out of one priſon into 
another, and then into a third, twice, thrice, four 
times, always experiencing the ſame inconveniencies, 
— paſſing their whole lives in ſuch a circle of de- 
ights. 

After theſe examinations, if the priſoner confeſſes 
nothing, he 1s carried back to priſon, and there kept 
ſometimes for a whole. year before he is again 
brought up to the inquifitor. In the mean while, 


if he defires an audience to confeſs certain matters, 


he may gently rap at the door of his priſon: the 
keeper being acquainted herewith by his officers, 
immediately comes to him, and is defired by him to 
aſk the favour of the inquiſitor being brought be- 
fore him.. 

If the criminal will not anſwer to the interroga- 
tories judicially put to him, or anſwers uncertainly 
and doubtfully, as, I do not know, I do not remember, 
I have forgot; or when he anfwers-as to the main 


fact, but refuſes to anſwer concerning the principal. 


circumſtances of the crime, if the circumſtances are 
fuch, which it is probable he may remember, he 
may be put to the torture to make him preciſely 
anſwer affirmatively or negatively ; becauſe crimi- 
nals are not apprehended for the crime of hereſy 
without legal proofs, i. . more than half full proof. 
Is is the ſame cafe if they pretend madneſs. Some- 
times alſo they are humbled by impriſonment and 
faſting. 
And to ſhew that they deal more mildly in their 
tribunal than in others, they add, that in other tri- 
2-4 7 burals. 
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bunals, when the criminal is accuſed of any certain 
fact, he hath not time allowed him to deliberate 
whether he will confeſs or be tried, but is immedi- 
ately compelled to anſwer. But that in this tribu- 
nal, where crim nals are dealt with more mildl and 
gently, they not only give them time to anſwer when 
they aſk it, but oftentimes admoniſh, and even in- 
vite them, to think better of the matter, and care- 
fully to recall to their remembrance, their actions 
and words, that they may anſwer truly, and that for 
this reaſon they are often examined and interrogated. 
But in truth, this pretence of mercy is uſed only 
for this end, that the criminal, who if convicted by 
two agreeing witneſſes, and ſtill perſiſting in the ne- 
gative, is ſure to be condemned as a negative with- 
out mercy, and delivered over to the ſecular court, 
may, through fear of this horrible-puniſhment, con- 
Feſs the crime he is accuſed of, and ſo be reconciled 
as a peniten, by certain penances laid on him by 
way of puniſhment, or delivered over as impenitent 
to the . court, and burnt alive. But if he re- 
vokes his confeſſion when made, and be not legally 
and fully convicted by witneſſes, he is moſt cruelly 
tortured, becauſe. by his own confeffion He hath 
given proof againſt himſelf ſufficient for the tor- 
ture. If he iggvercome by the torture, and renews 
his confeſſion, he is puniſhed as an heretic; if he 
overcomes the torture, he is enjoined falutary pe- 
nances at the pleaſure of the inquiſitor, as one Af. 
pected of hereſy. | 
As often as the criminals er witneſſes are exa- 
mined, either in their firſt or after audiences, when 
the examination is ended, before they go from au- 
dience, the inquiſito1s order the notary clearly and 
diſtinctly to .cad over to them their depoſitions, that 
ſo the criminals or witneſſes may add, diminifh, cor- 
rect, or change what they pleaſe; that, if there be 
any miſtake, it may be rectiſied, Which —— 
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ſcarce could be. For if after the criminal or wit- 
neſs goes from audience, or if at any diſtance of time 
after, they would amend or alter what they have 


ſaid, it would not be allowed them. And therefore 


the notary, at the end of the examination, writes 


down, that the depoſition was read over to the eri- 
minals, or witneſſes, and adds whatever either of 
them added, diminiſhed, altered, or amerded. 

If, beſides the depoſition of the informer, and the 
witneſſes named by him, they have any other mat- 
ters, the inquifitors enquire farther, that the evi- 


dence may be more fully confirmed. This they 


particularly obſerve, when the witneſſes or criminal 


name any other perſons in their examination on one 


fide or the other. If ſuch perſons are preſent, the 
inquiſitor orders them to be called and interrogated. 
If they are abſent, and it be not ſafe or eaſy to come 
at them, he writes to the inquiſitor, or biſhop, in 
whole dioceſe they are, that he ſhould cite and in- 
terrogate them privately, and find out the truth, and 
tranſmit the matter to him faithfully and ſecretly 
as he diſcovers it. 


Of the Torture. 


1 N compliance with the curioſity of our readers, 
we have judged it neceſſary to deſcribe the place 
and manner of torturing criminals. 

The biſhop and inquiſitor meet together, 
and by an interlocutory ſentence, pronounce 


that 
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that the. accuſed perſon is to be put to'the torture 
fuch a day ard ſuch an hour. For neither the 
biſhop without the inquiſitor, nor the inquiſitor 
without the biſhop, or his vicar, can put any one to 
the torture. Burt if the biſhop or his vicar, upon 
fummons ſent them, either rafales or neglects to be 
preſent within eight days, the inquifitor may pro- 
ceed alone to the torture; or if one be not within 
reach of the other, if he be abſent a great way 
off, then the other may proceed by himſelf. But 
what place may be faid to be a great way off, is left 
at the pleaſure of the judge to determine. However, 
the biſhop and — may depute each other, or 
ſignify their conſent by letters, which muſt be done 
within eight days after they are ſummoned. In the 
inquiſition at Cremona, the advocate of the exche- 
uer is preſent at the torture, and the inquifitor there 
ſits in the. middle, between the vicar- general on his 
right hand, and the advocate on his left. 
As to the perſons who may be tortured, although 
im all other cauſes and crimes ſome perſons are ex- 
cepted, ſuch as doors, ſoidiers, office:s, noblemen, 
and their ſons; yet in this moſt grievous and horri- 
ble crime of hereſy, there is no privilege to defend 
any one, but all may be put to the torture, even 
clergymen, monks, and other religious. But to pre- 
vent excommunication, by grievoully torturing or 
hurting them, and on account of the dignity with 
which they are inveſted, they torture them more 
gently and mildly, unleſs the heinouſneſs of the 
crime and the ſtrength of the evidence requires 
otherwiſe. As to ſuch-who are freed from being 
tortured for other crimes, upon account of their 
youth, or old age, or being with- child, they are not 
to be tortured for hereſy. Perſons under twenty- 
five may be tortured for ſuſpicion of hereſy, but 
not if they are under fourteen ; but they may be 
terrified and teat. Neither is there any exception 
of place, although by ancient cuſtom, or * 
N | aws, 
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laws, the torture is not otherwiſe to be inflicted 
there. Thus in the kingdom of Arragon, no judge 
can order any criminal to the torture; but yet in 
tavour of the faith, any perſons, even though pri- 
vileged, may be tortured for ſuſpicions of — 

After the ſentence of torture is pronounced, the 
officers prepare themſelves to inflict it. The place 
of torture, in the Spaniſh inquiſition, is generally 
an under- ground and very dark room, to which one 
enters through ſeveral doors. There is a tribunal 
erected in it, in which the inquiſitor, inſpector and 
ſecretary ſit. When the candles are lighted, and 
the perſon to be tortured brought in, the executioner 
who is waiting, makes an aſtoniſhing and dreadful 
appearance. He 1s covered all over with a black 
linen garment down to his feet, and tied cloſe 
to his body. His head and face are all hid with 
a long black tow), only two little holes being 
left in it for him to ſee through. All this is in- 
tended to ſtrike the miſerable wretch with greater 
terror in mind and body, when he fees hiniſelf go- 
ing to be tortured by the hands of one who thus 
looks like the very devil. 

Whilſt the officers are getting things ready for 
the torture, the biſhop and inquifitor by themſelves, 
and other good men zealous for the faith, endeavour 
to perſuade the perſon to be tortured, freely to con- 
feln the truth; and if he will not, they order the 
o:icers to ſtrip him, who do it in an inſtant. Cler- 
gymen however mutt not be tortured by a lay ofücer 
or torturer, unleſs they cannot find any clergymen 
who know how to do it, or are willing; becaute it 
would be in vain for the judges to order any ciergy- 
man or monk to the torture, if there vas no body 
to itiflict it; and therefore in ſuch a caſe, it is uſual 
to torture them by lay officers. 

Whilſt the perſon to be tortured is ſtripping, they 
endeavour to perſuad him to confeſs the truth 


* 
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If he refuſes it, he is taken aſitle by certain good 
men, and perſuaded to confeſs, and told by them, 
that if he confeſſes, he will not be put to death, 
but only be made to ſwear that he will not return 
to the hereſy he hath abjured. The inquifitor and 
vu promiſe the fame, unleſs the perſon be a 
relaple. 

It he is neither perſuaded by threatnings or pro-- 
miles to confeſs his crime, he is tortured either more 
lightly or grievouſly, according as his crime requires, 
and frequently interrogated during the torture, upon 
thoſe articles for which he is put to it, beginnin 
with the lefſer ones, becauſe they think he wil 
ſooner confeſs the leſſer matters than the greater. 

The criminals are with. great care and diligence 
to be admoniſhed by the inquiſitors, and eſpecially 
when they are under torture, that they ſhould not 
by any means bear falſe witneſs againſt themſelves 
or others, through fear of puniſhments or torments, 
but ſ>cak the truth only. Nor may the inquiſitors. 
promiſe pardon or forgiveneſs of the offence, to 
compel the criminals to confeſs crimes which they 
have not committed, out of their great zeal to en- 
_ out the truth. Ard ſuch a falſe confeſſion 
the accuſed perſon may ſafely revoke. 

The inquifitors themſelves muſt interrogate the 
criminals-during their tocture, nor can they commit 
this buſineſs to others, unleſs they are engaged in 
other important affairs, in which caſe they may de- 


pute certain good and ſkilful men for the purpoſe. 


| —_— in other nations criminals are * 
t 


tortured, yet in Spain it 1s forbidden by the royal. 


law, for any to be preſent whilſt they are torturing, 
beſides the judyes, ſecretaries, and torturers. The 
inqui ſitors muſt a}ſo chuſe proper torturers, born of 
ancient chriſtians, who mu be hound by oath, by 
no means to diſcover their iecrets, nor to blab out 
any ching that is ſaid. The judges alſo uſually pro- 
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proteſt, that if the criminal ſhould happen to die un- 
der his torture, or by reaſon of it, or ſhould ſuffer 
the loſs of any of his limbs, it is not to be imputed 
to them, but to the criminal himſelf, who will not 
lainly confeſs the truth before he is tortured. An 
here may not only be interrogated concerning 
mſelf, but in general alfo concerning his compa- 
nions and accomplices in his crimes, his teachers and 
his deciples; for he ought to diſcover them, though 
he be not interrogated; but when he is interrogated 
concerning them, he is much more obliged to diſco- 
ver them than his accomplices in any other the moſt 
grievous crimes. A apa alſo ſuſpected of hereſy, 
and fully convicted, may be tortured upon another 
account, i. e. to diſcover his companions and accom- 
pod in the crime, This muſt be done when he 
ggles, or it is half fully proved at leaſt that he 
was actually preſent with them, or hath ſuch com- 
panions and accomplices in his crime; for in this 
caſe he is not tortured as a criminal, but as a wit- 
neſs. But he who makes full confeſſion of himſelf, 
is not tortured upon a different account; whereas 
if he be a negative, he may be tortured upon ano- 
ther account, to diſcover his accomplices and other / 
heretics, though he be fully convicted himſelf, and 
it be half fully proved that ke hath ſuch accomplices. 
The reaſon of the difference in theſe caſes is this, 
becauſe he who confeſſes againſt himſelf, would cer- 
tainly much rather confeſs againſt other heretics, if 
he knew them. But it is otherwiſe when the cr1- 
minal is a negative. 

Whilſt theſe things are doing, the notary*writes 
every thing down in the procefs, as what tortures 
were inflicted, concerning what matters the crimi- 
nal was interrogated, and what he anſwered. If by 
theſe tortures they cannot draw from him a confeſ- 
fion, they ſhew him other kmd of tortures, and tell 


him he muſt undergo all of them, unleſs he con- 
fefles 
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feſſes the truth. If neither by this means they can 
extort the truth, they may, to terrify him and engage 
him to confeſs, affign the ſecond or third day to 
continue, not to repeat the torture, till he hath un- 
dergone all thoſe kinds of them to which he is con- 
demned. 

The degrees of torture formerly uſed were five, 
which were inflicted in their turn, and are deſcrib- 
ed by Julius Clarus: © Know therefore” ſays he, 
„that there are five degrees of torture, vin firſt, 
i the being threatned to be tortured. Second, be- 
« ing carried to the place of torture. Thirdly, by 
« ſtripping and binding. Fourthly, the being hoiſted 
« up on the rack. Fifthly ſquaſſation.“ 

This ary an is performed without any regard 
to humanity or honor, not only to men, but to wo- 
men andvirgins, though the moſt virtuous andchaſte, 
of whom they have ſometimes many in their priſons. 
For they cauſe them to be ſtripped even to their 
very ſhifts, which they afterwards take off, and then 
put on them ſtrait linen drawers, and then make 
their arms naked quite up to their ſhoulders. As to 
ſquaſſation, it is thus performed : the priſoner hath 
his hands bound behind his back, and weights tied 
to his feet, and then he is drawn upon high, till his 
head reaches the very pully. He is kept hanging 
in this manner for ſome time, that by the greatneſs 
of the weight hanging at his feet, all his joints and 
limbs may be dreadfully ſtretched, and on a ſudden 
he is let down with a jirk, by flacking the rope, 
but kept from coming quite to the ground, by which 
terrible ſhake, his arms and legs are all disjointed, 
whereby he is put to the moſt exquiſite pain; the 
ſhock which he receives by the ſudden ſtop of his 
ſall, and the weight at his feet, ſtretching his whole 
body more intenſely and cruelly. 
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In the next paragraph he gives a more diſtinct 
explication of this matter, and reckons up three de- 
youu of torture. The firſt is to terrify, which compre- 

ends not only threatnings to torture, but the being 
carried to the place of torments, they being ſtripped 
and bound; unleſs ſuch binding ſhould happen to 
be too ſevere and hard, and performed with a twiſt, 
as is the cuſtom of moſt judges. Thus it was prac- 
tiſed upon a certain phyſician of Olezo, who ſut- 
fered more by being bound, than others in the very 
torture. Andtherefore ſuch binding may be equal- 
led to the torture itſelf. The ſecond degree is, to 
ut to the torture, or to interrogate by torture. 
his 1s done by hoiſting a perſon up, and keeping 
him hanging for a conſiderable time. The third 
is to torture by ſquaſſation, which is performed 
amongſt us by one jirk of the rope. But if the ſe- 
nate commands that the perſon be well or ſeverely 
thus tortured, they give two jirks of the rope. An- 
tonius Drogus, in his annotations to this place, ſays, 
that you may have the perfect modern practice, ob- 
ſerve, that when the ſenate orders, let him be inter- 
rogated by torture, the perſon is lifted or hoiſted 
up, but not put to the ſquaſſation. If the ſenate 
orders, let him be tortured, he muſt then undergo 
the ſquaſſation once, being firſt interrogated as he 
is hanging upon the rope and engine. If it orders, 
let him be well tortured, it is underſtood that he 
muſt ſuffer two ſquaſſations. Tf it orders, let him 
be ſeverely tortured, it is underſtood of three ſquaſ- 
lations, at three different times within an hour. If 
it ſays, very ſeverely, it is underſtood that it muſt 
be done with twiſting, and weights at the feet. In 
this caſe the ſenate generally expreſſes the twiſting, 
or any other particular manner which they intend, 
and the judge may proceed to every ſeverity not 
E reaching 
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reaching to death. But when it ſays, very ſeverely 
even unto death, then the criminal's life is in imme- 
diate danger. 

The like method of torture was formerly prac- 
tiſed in the inquiſition at Tholouſe, as appears from 
ſeveral places in the book of ſentences. Thus 
fol. 67, at the end of the ſentence of , n. Sicred jun. 
we read, nor would he judicially confeſs concernin 
the aforefaid, till he was put in priſon, and hoifteſ 
up a little upon the roap. And in fol. 131, we 
read, that Wi/l;am Cavallerii, after a conſiderable 
time, revoked what he had before confeſfed, ſaying, 
that he confeſſed nothing concerning hereſy, but 
what was forced from him by the <5 of tor- 
ment. And finally, fol. 132, in the ſentence of friar 
Bernard Delicigi, of the order of minors, amongſt 
other things, this was imputed to him as a crime, 
that he juſtiſied thoſe who were apprehended for 
hereſy, and condemned for it, and ordered to per- 
petual impriſonment and other — — and 
that though they were true catholics, they had con- 
feſſed hereſy of themſelves and others, only through 
the violence of their torments, and were unjuſtly 
condemned. 

The method of torturing, and the degree of tor- 
tures now uſed in the Spaniſh inquiſition, will be 
well underſtood from the hiſtory of //aac Orobio, a 
jew, and doctor of phyſic, who was accuſed to the 
inquiſition as a jew, by a certain moor his ſervant, 
who had by his ordet before this, been whipped for 
thieving ; and four years after this he was again ac- 
cuſed by a certain enemy of his for another fact, 
which would have proved him a jew. But Orobio 
obſtinately denied — he was one. Iwill here give 


the account of his torture, as I had it from his own 
mouth. After thiee whole years which be had been 
in priſon, and ſeveral examinations, and the diſco- 


very of the crimes to him of which he was accuſed, 
in 
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in order to his confeſſion, and his conſtant denial of 
them, he was at length carried out of his priſon, 
and through ſeveral turnings brought to the place 
of torture. This was towards the evening. It was 
a large under-ground room, arched, and the walls 
covered with black hangings. The candleſticks 
were faſtened to the wall, and the whole room en- 
lightened with candles placed in them. At one end 
of it there was an incloſed place like a cloſet, where 
the inquiſitor and notary Fa at a table; ſo that the 
place — to him as the very manſion of death, 
every thing appearing ſo terrible and awful. Here 
the inquifitor again admonithed him to confeſs the 
truth, before his torments began. When he anſwer- 
e1 he had told the truth, the inquiſitor proteſted, 
that fince he was ſo obſtinate as to ſuffer the torture, 
the holy office would be innocent if he ſhould ſhed 
his blood, or even expire in his torments. When 
he had ſaid this, they put a linen garment over his 
body, and drew it ſo very cloſe on each fide, as al- 
moſt ſqueezed him to death. When he was almoſt 
dying,they flacken'd at once the fides of the garment, 
and after he began to breathe again, the ſudden alter- 
ation put him to the moſt grievous anguiſh and pain. 
When he had overcome this torture, the fame ad- 
monition was repeated, that ke would confeſs the 
truth, in order to prevent farther torment. And as 
he perfiſled in his denial, they tied his thumbs fo 
very tight with ſmall cords, as made the extremities 
of them greatly ſwell, and cauſed the blood to ſpirt 
out from under his nails. After this he was placed 
with his back againſt a wall, and fixed upon a little 
bench. Into the wall were faſtened littled iron 
pullies, through which there were ropes drawn and 
tied round his body in ſeveral places, and eſpecially 
his arms and legs. The executioner drawing theſe 
ropes With great violence, faſtened his body with 
chem to the wall, fo that his hands and feet, and eſ- 
YL 2 pecially 
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ecially his fingers and toes, being bound ſo ſtraight- 

y with them, put him to the moft exquiſite pain, 
and ſeemed to him juſt as though he had been dif. 
ſolving in flames. In the midſt of theſe torments, 
the torturer of a ſudden, drew the bench from un- 
der him, ſo that the miſerable wretch hung by the 
cords without any thing to fupport him, and by the 
weight of his body drew the knots yet much cloſer. 
After this a new kind of torture ſucceeded. There 
was an inftrument like a ſmall ladder, made of two 
upright pieces of wood, and five croſs ones ſharpen- 
en before. This the torturer placed over againft 
him, and by a certain proper motion, ſtruck it with 
great violence againſt both his ſhins, ſo that he re- 
| ceived upon each of them at once five violent ſtrokes, 
which put him to ſuch intolerable anguiſh that he 
fainted away. After he came to himſelf, they in- 
flicted on him the laſt torture. The torturer tied 
ropes about Orobio's wriſts, and then put thoſe ropes 
about his own back, which was covered with leather, 
to prevent his hurting himſelf; then falling back- 
wards, and putting his feet up againſt the wall, he 
drew them with all his might, till they cut through 
Orobio's fleſh even to the very bones; and this 
torture was repeated thrice, the ropes being tied 
about his arms about the diſtance of two fingers 
breadth from the former wound, and drawn with 
the ſame violence. But it happened, that as the 
ropes were drawing the ſecond time, they ſlid 
into the firſt wound, which cauſed ſo great an 
effuſion of blood, that he ſeemed to be dying. 
Upon this, the phyſictan and ſurgeon, who 
arc always ready, were ſent for out of a neighbour- 
ing apartment, to aſk their advice, whether the tor- 
ture could be continued without danger of death, 
leſt the eccleſiaſtical judges ſhould be guilty of an 
irregularity if the criminal ſhould die in his tor- 
ments. 'They, who were far from being enemies to 


Orobio, anſwered, that he had ſtrength enough to 
| endure 
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endure the reſt of the torture, and hereby preſerved 
him From having the tortures he bad already en- 
dured repeated on him, becauſe his ſentence was, 
that he ſhould ſuffer them all at one time, one after 
another. So that if at any time they are forced to 
leave off through fear of death, all the tortures, even 
thoſe already ſuffered, muſt be ſucceſſively inflicted 
to ſatisfy the ſentence. Upon this, the torture was 
repeated the third time, and then it ended. After 
this he was bound up in his own clothes, and car- 
ried back to his priton, and was ſcarce healed of his 
wounds in ſeventy days. And inafmuch as he made 
no confeſſion under his torture, he was condemned, 
not as one convicted, but ſuſpected of judaiſm, to 
wear for two whole years the infamous habit called 
ſambenito, and after that term, to perpetual baniſh- 
ment from the kingdom of Seville. 

Erneftus Eremundus Friſius, in his hiſtory of the 
low-country diſturbances, gives us an account from 
Gon/alvius, of another kind of torture. There is 
a wooden bench, which they call the wooden horſe, 
made hollow like a trough, ſo as to contain a man 
lying on his back at full length, about the middle of 
which there 1s a round bar laid acroſs, upon which 
the back of the perſon is placed, ſo that he lies up- 
en the bar inftead of being let into the bottom of 
the trough, with his feet much higher than his head, 
As he is lying in this poſture, his arms, thighs, and 
ſhins, are tied round with ſmall cords or ſtring, 
which being drawn with ſcrews at proper diſtances 
from each other, cut into the very bones, ſo as to 
be no longer dilcerned.* Beſides this, the torturer 
throws over his mouth and noftrils a thin cloth, ſo 


that he is ſcarce able to breathe through them, and 


in the mean while, a ſmall ſtream of water like a 
thread, not drop by drop, falls from on high, upon 
E 3 the 


# Theſe two methods of puniſhment ſeem to be taken fron 
the two different forms of the ancient Eculeus, 


=y , 
Vw — 


— 8 K 
hm J 


54, TXxz HISTORY or 


the mouth of the perſon lying in this miſerable con- 
dition, and ſo eaſily ſinks down the thin cloth to the 

bottom of his throat, ſo that there is no poſſibility 

of breathing, his mouth being ſtopped with water, 

and his noſtrils with the cloth, ſo that the poor | 
wretch is in the ſame agony as perſons ready to die, 
and breathing out their laſt. hen this cloth is | 
drawn out of his throat, as it often 1s, that he may \ 
anſwer to the queſtions, it is all wet with water and t 
blood, and 1s like pulling his bowels through his ! 
mouth. There is alſo another kind of torture pe- T 
culiar to this tribunal, which they call the fire. They t 
order a large iron chafing-diſh full of lighted char- fl 
coal, to be brought in, and held cloſe to the ſoles of b 
the tortured perſon's feet, greaſed over with lard, h 


fo that the heat of the fire may more quickly pierce a 
through them. ti 
This is inquiſition by torture, when there is only fc 
half full proof of their crime. However, at other h. 
times, torments are ſometimes inflicted upon perſons e. 
condemned to death, as a puniſhment preceding that de 
of death. Of this we have a remarkable inſtance 
in William Lithgow, an Engliſhman, who, as he tells fe 
us, in his mms was taken up as a ſpy in Malla- if 
gom, a city of Spain, and was expoſed to the moſt le 
cruel torments upon the wooden horſe. But when nc 
nothing could be extorted from him, he was deliver- of 
ed to the inquiſition as an heretic, becauſe his jour- w] 
nal abounded with blaſphemies againſt the pope and T. 
the virgin Mary. When he confeffed himſelf a pro- int 
teſtant before the inquiſitor, he was admoniſhed to * 
convert himſelf to the roman church, and was allow- ©, 
ed eight days to deliberate on it. Inthe mean while 1 
the inquiſ.tor and jeſuits came to him often, ſome- «a 
times wheedling him, ſometimes threatning and re- ©y 
roaching him,and ſometimes arguing with him. At wy 
were. they endeavoured to overcome his conſtancy 


by kind aſſurances and promiſes ;o but all in vain; 


and therefore, 25 he was immoveably fixed, he was 
: condomned 


Tur INQUISITION. 35 


condemned in the beginning of Lent, to ſuffer the 
night following, eleven moſt cruel torments, and at- 
terEaſter, to be carried privately to Grenada, there 
to be burnt at midnight, and his aſhes to be ſcatter- 
ed into the air. When night came on, his fetters 
were taken off; then he was ſtripped naked, put 
upon his knees, and his hands lift up by force; after 
which, opening his mouth with iron inſtruments, 
they filled his belly with water till it came out of 
his jaws. Then they tied a rope hard about his 
=p 4 and in this condition rolled him ſeven times 
the whole length of the room, till he was almoſt 
ſtrangled. After this they tied a ſmall cord about 
both his great toes, and hung him up thereby with 
his head towards the ground, and then cut the rope 
about his neck, letting him remain in this condition 
till all the water diſcharged itſelf out of his mouth 
ſo that he was laid on the ground as juſt dead, and 
had his trons put on him again. But beyond all 
expectation, he was delivered out of priſon, eſcaped 
death, and fortunately failed home to England. 

If when the perſon 1s decently tortured, he con- 
feſſes nothing, * is allowed to go away free; and 
if he demands of his judges, that he be cleared by 
ſentence, they cannot deny it him; and they pro- 
nounce, that having diligently examined the merits 
of the proceſs, they find nothing of the crime of 
which he was accuſed, legally proved againſt him. 
There is extant in this caſe, a decree in the Madrid 
inſtruction, Ann. 1561. chap. 54. If the crimi- 
nal overcomes the torture, the inquifitor muſt then 
© weigh and conſider the nature of the proofs, and 
the degree and form, or manner of the torture; 
and the diſpoſition, or nature and age of the tor- 
* tured criminal. All which things conſidered, if 
it appears that he hath ſufficiently purged — 
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of all marks, let them abſolve him from any far- 
ther proceſs. But if there be any reaſon and cauſe 
upon conſidering the aforeſaid circumſtances, to 
e think that the torture was not inflited with due 
e rigour, then let them inflict on him either a light 
* or vehement abjuration, or ſome pecuniary pe- 
% nalty. Although this ought not to be done with- 
« out great conſideration, and unleſs the proofs are 
not thought ſufficiently purged off.” 

But if, when under the queſtion, he confeſſes, it 
is written in the proceſs; after which he is carried 
to another place, where he hath no view of the tor- 
tures, and there his confeſſion made during his tor- 
ments is read over to him, and he is interrogated ſe- 
veral times till the confeffion be made. But here 


Gonſa vius obſerves, that when the priſoner is carried 


to audience, they make him paſs by the door of the 
room where the torture is inflicted, where the execu- 
tioner ſhews himſelf, on purpoſe to be ſeen, in that 
ſhape of a devil I have deſcribed before, that as he 
paſles by, he may, by ſeeing him, be forced to feel, as 
tt were, over again his paſt torments. The ſpace of 
time allowed between the torture and the ratification 
of the confeſſion, is determined by the Madrid in- 
ſtruction, Ann. 3561. chap. 33. Twenty-four 
4 hours after the torture, the criminal muſt ratity his 
confeffion, and if he retracts it, the remedies provid- 
ed by law muſt. be made uſe of. And at the time 
when the torture is inflicted, the notary muſt write 
«u down the hour, as alſo the time of the ratification, 
* leſt if ſuch. ratification ſhould be made the next 
4 day, a doubt may ariſe, whether it was after or 
4 before the twenty-four hours. If the criminal 
« ratifies his confe ſſion made under torture, and the 
* inquiſitors are ſatisfied of his good confeſſion and 
4 converſion, they may admit him to reconciliation, 
although his confeſſion was made under torture. 


they muſt, however, prudently take care how they 
receive 
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receive ſuch perſons, and conſider the nature of 
* the hereſies they have confeſſed, and whether they 
have learnt them from others, or have taught them 
* themſelves to others, upon account of the danger 
that may enſue hereby. 


The following Pages are taken from Gavin's 
Maſter Key to Popery, who ſpeaking of his own 
Knowledge, certainly deſerves Credit. 


1 N 1706, after the battle of Almanaa, the Spaniſh 
army being divided in two bodies, one of them thro” 
the kingdom of Valencia to the frontiers of Cata- 
lonia, commanded by the duke of Berwick, and the 
other, compoſed of the French auxiiiary troops, 
fourteen thouſand in number, went to the conqueſt 
of Aragon, whoſe inhabitants had declared them- 
ſelves for king Charles III. The body of French 


troops was commanded by his highn?ts the duke of 


Orleans, who was generaliſhmo of the whole army. 


Before he came to the city, the magiſtrates went to 
meet him, and offere. the keys of the city, but he 
refuſed them, ſaying, he was to enter it through a 


breach; and fo he did, treating the people as rebels 


to their lawful king; and when he had ordered all 
the civil and military affairs of the city, he went 
down to the frontiers of Catalonia, leaving his lieu- 
tenant general, Monſteur de J reville, governor of 

tne 
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the town. But this governor being a mild-tempered 
man, he was loth to follow the orders left with him, 
as to the contribution money; ſo he was called 
to the army, and the lieutenant general, Monſicur de 
Legal, came in his place. The city was to pay a 
thoufand crowns a month, for the duke's table, and 
every houſe a piſtole, which by computation made 


up the ſum of eighteen thouſand piftoles a month, 


which were paid eight months together; beſides 
this, the convents were to pay a donative propor- 
tionable to their rents; the college of jeſuits were 
charged two thouſand piſtoles, the Dominicans one 
thouſand, Auguſtins one thouſand, Carmelites one 
thouſand, Sc. Monficur de Legal ſent firſt to the 
Jeſuits, who refuſed to pay, ſaying, that it was againſt 
the eccleſiaſtical immunity; but Legal, not acquaint- 
ed with thoſe ſort of excuſes, ſent four companies 
of grenadiers to be quartered in thetr college at diſ- 
cretion. The fathers ſent immediately an expreſs 
to the king's confeſſor, who was a jeſuit, with com- 
plaints about the caſe; but the grenadiers made 
more expedition in their plundering and miſchiefs 
than the courier did in his journey; fo the fathers 
ſeeing the damage all their goods had already ſuſ- 
tained, and fearing ſome violence upon their trea- 
ſure, went and paid Monfreur de Legal the two thou- 
fand piſtoles as a donative. 

Next he ſent to the Dominicans. The friars of 
this order are all familiars of the holy office, and de- 
pending upon it, they excuſed themfelves in a civil 
manner, ſaying they had no money, and if Monfieur 
de Legal had a mind to infiſt upon the demand of the 
one thouſand piſtoles,they could not pay him without 
fending to him the filver bodies of the ſaints. The 
friars thought by that to frighten Monf-ur de Le- 

al, and if he was ſo reſolute as to accept the offer, 
to ſend the ſaints in a proceſſion, and raiſe the peo- 
ple by crying out © hereſy, hereſy.” De Legal an- 
ſwered 
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ſwered the friars, that he was obliged to obey the 
duke's orders, and fo he would receive the ſilver 
ſaints : fo the friars, all in a ſolemn proceſſion, with 
lighted candles in their hands, carried the ſaints to 
the governor Legal; who, as ſoon as he heard of 
this public reſolution of the friars, ordered immedi- 
ately four companies of grenadiers to line the ſtreets 
on both fides, before his houſe, and to keep their 
fuſees in one hand and a lighted candle in the other, 
to receive the ſaints with the ſame devotion. And 
though the friars endeavoured to raiſe the people, 
no body was fo bold as to expoſe themſelves to the 
army. Legal received the ſaints, and ſent them to 
the mint, promiſing the father prior to give him 
what remained above the thouſand piſtoles. The 
friars being diſappointed in their project of raiſing 
the people, went to the inquiſitors to deſire them to 
releaſe their ſaints out of the mint, by excommuni- 
cating Monſieur de Legal, which the inquifitors did 


upon the ſpot; and the excommunication being , 


drawn and ſigned, they gave ſtrict orders to their ſe- 
cretary to go read it before Monſfeur de Legal, which 
he did accordingly ; and the governor, far from fly- 
ing in a a." with a mild countenance, took 
the paper from the ſecretary, and ſaid, pray tell your 
maſters the inquiſitors, that I will anſwer them to- 
morrow morning. The ſecretary went away fully 
fatisfied with Legal 's civil behaviour; who the 
ſame minute, without reflecting upon any conſe- 
quence, called his own ſecretary, ard bid him to 
draw a copy of the excommunication, putting out 
the name of Legal, and inſerting in its place, he 
Holy Inquifitors. | 

The next morning he gave orders for four regi- 
ments to be ready, and tent them along with his ſe- 
cretary to the inquiſicion, with command to read the 
excommunication to the inquiſitors themſelves, and 


if they made the leaſt noiſe, to turn them out, * 
| al 
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all the priſons, and quarter two regiments there. 
So his ſecretary went, and performed the governor's 
orders. The inquiſitors were never more ſurpriſed 
than to ſee themſelves excommunicated by a man 
that had no authority for it; and began to cry out 
% War againſt the heretic Legal; this is a public 
« inſult againſt our catholic faith.“ To which the 
ſecretary anſwered, © holy inquiſitors, the king 
wants this houſe to quarter his troops in, ſo walk 
* out immediately, and as they continued in their 
exclamations, he took the inquiſitors with a ſtrong 
guard, and carried them to a private houſe deſigned 
for that purpoſe ; but when they ſaw the laws of | 
military diſcipline; they begged leave to take their | 
goods along with them, which was immediately 
granted, and the next day they ſet out for Madrid 
to complain to the king; who gave them a flight 
anſwer, ſaying, I am very ſorry for it, but I cannot 
help it; my crown is in danger, and my grandfather 
detends it, and this is done by his troops; if it had 


been done by my troops, I ſhould have applied a 
ſpeedy remedy; but you muſt have patience till 1 
N — take another turn. 1 the inquiſitors were c 
obliged to have patience for eight months. } 
The ſecretary of Monſicur de Legal, according to | 9 
his orders, opened the doors of all the priſons, and | 7 
then the wickedneſſes of the inquiſitors were detec- c 
ted: four hundred priſoners got liberty that day; n 
and among them fixty young women were found ti 
very well dreſſed, who were in all human appear- g 
ance, the number of the three inquiſitors ſeraglio, 2 
as ſome of them did own afterwards. But this diſ- tl 
covery, ſo dangerous to the holy tribunal, was in 11 
ſome meaſure prevented by the archbiſhop, who I: 
went to deſire Monſieur de Legal to fend thoſe wo- Ir 
men to his palace, and that his grace would take 
dare of them. And in the mean time he ordered tc 
an eccleſiaſtical cenſure to be publiſhed againſt thoſe 7. 


that 
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that ſhould defame by groundleſs reports the holy 
office of the inquifition. The governor anſwered, 
he would' be willing to afliſt his grace in any thing 
he could; but as to the young women, it was not 
in his power, the officers having hurried them away; 
as indeed it was not, for the French officers were all 


glad to get ſuch fine miſtreſſes. 


As I travelled in France ſome time after, I met 
with one of thoſe women at Rochfort, in the ſame 
inn I went to lodge in, who had been brought there 
by the ſon of the maſter of the inn, formerly a lieu- 
tenant in the French ſervice in Spain, who had 
married her for her extraordinary merit and beauty. 
She was the daughter of counſellor Balabriga: 
I had known her before ſhe was taken up by the in- 

uiſitors orders; her father died of grief, without 
Na comfort of revealing the cauſe of his trouble, 
even to his confeſſor: 10 great is che dread of the 
inquiſitors there! 


I was very glid to meet one of my country-wo- . 


men in my travels; and as ſhe did not remember 
me, eſpecially in my diſguiſe, ſhe took me for an 
officer. I reſolved to ſtay there the next day, 19 
have the ſatisfaction of converſing with her, and to 
get a plain account of what we could not know in 
Zaragoſa, for fear of incurring the ecclefiaſtical 
cenſure, publiſhed by the biſhop. Her father and 
mother-ia-law, to ſhew their reſpect for their daugh- 
ter's country-man, (Mr. Fau!caut her ſpouſe being 
gone to Paris) invited me to a handſome ſupper ; 
after which I begged the favour of her to tell me 
the reaſon of her impriſonment; of her ſufferings 
in the inquifition, and of every thing ſhe knew re- 
lating to the holy office; to which ſhe readily con- 
ſented, and gave me the following account : 

I went one day with my mother to vifit the coun- 
teſs of Attaraſs, and I met there Don Franciſco Tor- 
reſan, her confeſſor, and ſecond inquiſitor of the 


holy 
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holy office. After we had drank chocolate, he aſked 


me my age, my confeſſor's name, and ſo many in- 
tricate queſtions about religion, that I could not an- 
ſwer him. His ſerious countenance did frighten 
me, and as he perceived my fear, he defired the coun- 
teſs to tell me, that he was not ſo ſevere as I took 
him to be; after which he careſſed me in a moſt 
obliging manner; he gave me his hand, which I 
kiſſed with great reſpe& and modeſty; and when 
going away, he told me, © My dear child, I ſhall 
remember you till the next time.” I did not mind 
the ſenſe of the words, for I was unexperienced in 
matters of gallantry, being at that time but fifteen 
years old. Indeed he did remember me; for the 
very ſame night, when we were in bed, hearing a 
hard knocking at the door, the maid that lay in the 
ſime room with me, went to the window and aſking 
who was there, I heard ſay—the holy inquiſition. 
I could not forbear crying out, father, father, I am 
ruined for ever. My dear father got up, and in- 
quiring what the matter was, I anſwered him with 
tears, the inquiſition; he, for fear that the maid 
ſhould not open the door as quick as ſuch a caſe re- 

uired, went himſelf like another Abraham to open 
No door, and to offer his dear daughter to the fire 
of the inquiſitors; and as I did not ceaſe to cry out, 
as if I was a mad girl, my dear father all in tears, 
did put in my mouth a bit of a bridle, to ſhew his 
obedience to the holy office, for he thought I had 
committed ſome crime againſt religion; ſo the of- 
ficers giving me only time to put on my petticoat 
and a mantle, took me down into the coach, and 
without allowing me the ſatisfaction of embracing 
my dear father aud mother, they carried me 1nto the 
inquifition. 

I did expect to die that night; but when they 
carried me into a noble room, well furniſhed, I was 
quite ſurpriſed. The officers left me there, and im- 

mediately 
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mediately a maid came in, with a ſalver of ſweet- 
meats, and cinnamon water, defiring me to take ſome 
refreſhment before I went to bed. TI told her I 
could not ; but that I ſhould be obliged to her, if 
the could tell me whether I was to die that night 
or not? Die!“ ſaid ſhe © you do not come here 
„to die, but to live like a princeſs, and you ſhall 
„Want for nothing in the world, but the liberty of 


going out; ſo pray be not afraid, but go to bed 


and ſleep eaſy, for to-morrow you ſhall fee won- 
ders in this houſe; and as I am choſen to be your 
* waiting-maid, I hope you will be very kind to 
me.“ I was going to aſk ſome queſtions, but ſhe 
told me, ſhe had not leave to tell me any thing more 
till the next day, only that no body ſhould come to 
diſturb me; © and now” ſaid ſthe IJ am going 
* about ſome buſineſs, but I will come back pre- 
«* ſently, for my bed is in the cioſ2t near yours,” fo 
the leſt me for a quarter of an hour. The great 
2mazement I was in took away the free exerciſe of 
my ſenſes to ſuch a degree, that I had not power to 
think either of my afflicted parents, or the dange I 
was in. In this ſuſpenſion of thought, the mail re- 
turned, and locked the chamber door after her; 
Madam“ ſaid ſhe © ct us go to bed, and be pleaſed 
* to tell me at what time in the morning you will 
* have the chocolate ready. I aſked her name, and 
ſhe told me it was Mary. Mary, for God's ſake (ſaid 
I) tell me, whether I come to die or not? „I have 
told you madam” replied ſhe © that you are come 
* to be one of the happieſt ladies in the world ;”” ſo 
obſerving her reſervedneſs, I aſked no more queſ- 
tions that night, but went to bed. The fear of death 
prevented me from ſhutting my eyes, ſo that I roſe 
at break of day; Mary lay till fix o'clock, and was 
furpriſed to find me up; however ſhe ſaid little, 
but in half an hour ſhe brought me, on a filver plate, 
two cups of chocolate and biſcuits; I drank one cup, 
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and deſired her to drink the other, which ſhe did. 
Well, Mary, ſaid I, can you give me any account 
of the reaſons of my being here? Not yet, ma- 5 
dam“ ſaid ſhe, have a little patience.” With 
this anſwer ſhe left me, and an hour after came again ) 
with a fine Holland ſhift, a Holland under-petti- 
coat, finely laced round, two filk petticoats, and a 
little Spaniſh waiſtcoat, fringed all over with gold, 
and combs, ribbands, and every thing ſuitable to-a 
lady of higher quality than I; but my greateſt ſur- 
priſe was to ſee a gold ſnuff box, u ith the picture 
of Don Franciſco Torrejon in it. Then I ſoon un- 
derſtood the meaning of my confinement ; fo I con- 
fidered with myſelf, that to refuſe the preſent would 
be the occaſion of my immediate Fas ; and to ac- 
cept it, was to give him too great encouragement 
againſt my honor. But I found, as I thought, a 
medium in the caſe; ſo I ſaid to Mary, pray give 
my ſervice to Don Franciſco Torrefon, and tell him, 
that as I could not bring my clothes along with me 
laſt night, honeſty permits me to accept of thoſe 
clothes which are neceſſary to keep me Glove but 
ſince I take no ſnuff, I beg his lordſhip to excuſe 
me # I do not accept this box. Mary went to him 
with this anſwer, and came again with a picture, 
nicely ſet in gold, with four diamonds at the four 
corners of it, and told me, that his lordſhip had miſ- 
took, and that he deſired mg to accept that picture. 
While I was muſing what to do, Mary ſaid, © pray 
„ madam take my poor advice, accept the picture 
and every thing he ſends you; for conſider, that 
« if you do not comply with every thing he has a 
% mind for, you will ſoon be put to death, and no 
body can defend you; but if you are obliging to 
him, he is a very complaiſant gentleman, and will. 
« be a charming lover, and you will be here like a 
queen: he will give you another apartment with 


fine gardens, and many young ladies ſhall come 2 
de yviut 
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*yifit you; ſo I adviſe you to ſend a civil anſwer, 
* and defire a viſit from him, or elſe you will ſoon 
* repent it.” O dear God! cried I, muit I aban- 
don my honor without remedy ; if I _ his de- 
fire, he will by force obtain it. So, full of con- 
fuſion, I bid Mary to give him what anſwer ſhe. 
thought fit; ſhe was very glad of my humble ſub- 
miſſion, and went to give Don Franci/co an account 
of it. In a few minutes ſhe returned with great 
joy, to tell me that his lordſhip would honor wie 
with his company at ſupper; in the mean time he 
defired me to mind nothing, but how to divert my- 
ſelf, and to give Mary my meaſure for ſome ner- 
clothes, and order her to bring me every thing L 
could wiſh for. Mary added to this, © madam, I 
% may now call you my miſtreſs, and muſt tell you, 
that I have been in the holy office theſe fourteen 
years, and know the cuſtoms of it very well; but 
« as filence is impoſed upon me under pain of death, 
« I cannot tell you any thing but what concerns 
your perſon : ſo in the firſt place, do not oppoſe 
« the holy father's will; ſecondly, if you ſee ſome 
« young ladies here, never aſk them any queſtions ; 
e neither will they aſk you; and take care that you 
„never tell them any thing. You may come and 
e divert yourſelf among them at fuch hours as are 
« appointed; you ſhall have muſic, and all forts 
« of recreations; three days hence you ſhall dine 
« with them; they are all ladies of quality, young 
« and merry. You will live ſo happy here, that 
« you will not wiſh to go abroad; and when your 
« time is expired, then the holy fathers will ſend 
you out of this country, and marry you to ſome 
„ nobleman. Never mention your name, nor Don 
« Franciſco's to any; if you ſee here ſome young 
% Jadies you have formerly been acquainted with, 
© no notice muſt be taken, nor nothing talked of 
but indifferent matters.“ 
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All this made me aftoniſhed, or rather ſtupified, 
and the whole ſeemed to me a piere of enchantment. 
Wich this leſſon ſhe left me, 7 ſhe was going 
to order my dinner. Every time the went out ſhe 
locked the door. There were but two windows in 
my room, and they were ſo high that I could ſee 
nothing through them; but hunting about, I found 
a cloſet, with all forts of hiſtorical and profane 
books; ſo I ſpent my time till dinner in reading, 
which. was ſome fatisfaction to me. 

In about two hours time ſhe brought in dinner, 
at which was every thing that could ſatisfy the nice- 
eſt appetite. When dinner was over, ſhe left me 
alone, and told me, if I wanted any thing I might 
ring the bell, and call. So I went to the cloſet 
again, and ſpent three hours in reading. I think 
really L was under ſome enchantment; for I was in 


a perfect ſuſpenſion of thought, ſo as to remember 


neither father or mother. Mary came and told me, 
that Don Franciſco was come home, and that ſhe 
thought he would come to-fee me very ſoon, and 
begged of me to prepare myſelf to receive him with 
all»manner of kindnels. 

At ſeven in the evening Don Franciſco came, in 
his night-gown and cap; not with the gravity of 


an inquiſitor, but with the gaiety of an officer. He 


faluted me with great reſpect, and told me at the 
ſame time, that his coming to fee me, was only to 
Mew the value he had for my ſamily, and to tell me, 
that ſome of my lovers had procured my ruin for 
ever, having accuſed me in matters of religion; that 
the informations were taken, and the ſentence pro- 
nounced againſt me—o be burnt alive in @ dry pan, 
with @ gradual fre, — hut that he, out of pity, and 
love to my family, had Ropped the execution of 1t. 
Each of theſe words was a mortal ſtroke to my heart. 
I threw myſelf at his feet, and ſaid, Ah! Seignior, 
have you ſtopped the execution for ever? T * 
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* only belongs to you to ſtop it or not,“ ſaid he, 
and with this he wiſhed me a good night. As ſoon 
as he went away, I fell a crying, but Mary came 
and aſked me what could oblige me to cry fo bitter- 
ly. Ah! good Mary, ſaid I, pray tell me what is the 
meaning of the dry pan and gradual fire ? for I ex- 
pect to die by it. O madam” replied the © never 
d fear; you ſhall ſee e'er long the dry pan and gra- 
dual fire; but they are made for thoſe that op- 
© poſe the holy father's will; not for you that are 
ſo good to obey it. But pray, was Don Franciſco 
« very obliging?“ I do not know, ſaid I, for his 
diſcourſe has put me out of my wits; he ſaluted 
me with great civility, but he left me abruptly. 
« Well” ſaid Mary, you do not yet know has 
« temper, he is extremely kind to people that are 
«* obedient to him, but if they are not, he is as un- 
« merciful as Nero; ſo for your own ſake, take care 
to oblige him in all reſpects; and now, dear ma- 
dam, pray go to ſupper, and be eaſy.” But the 
thoughts of the dry pan troubled me lo much, that 
I could. neither eat, nor ſleep that night. 

Early in the morning Mary got up, anditold me, 
that nobody was yet ſtirring in the houſe, and that 
if I would promiſe ſecreſy, ſhe would ſhew-me the 
dry pan _ gradual fire; ſo taking me downſtairs, 
ſhe brought me into a large room with- a thick iron 
door, and within it was an oven burning at that 
time, and a large braſs pan upon it, with a cover of 
the ſame, and a lock to it. In the next room, there 
was a great wheel covered on both ſides, with thick 
boards; and opening a little window in the centre 
of it, ſhe deſired me to look with-a candle on the 
inſide of it. There I ſaw all the circumference of 
the wheel was ſet with ſharp razors. After that, 
ſhe ſhewed me a pit full of ſerpents and toads, She 
ſaid, „now my good miſtreſs, I'll tell you the uſe 
of theſe three things. The dry pan is for heretics 
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and thoſe that oppoſe the holy father's will and 


«* pleaſure. They are put nake1 alive into the pan, 
and the cover of it being locked up, the execu- 
« tioner begins to put a {mall fire in the oven, and by 
degrees he augmenteth it, till the body is reduced 
to aſhes. The ſecond is defigned for thoſe that 
* ſpeak again the pope, and the holy fathers; for 
* they are put within the wheel, and the little door 
© being locker, the executioner turns the wheel till 
the perſon is dead. And the third is for thoſe 
* who contenin the images, and refuſe to give due 
* reſpe& and veneration to eccleſiaſtical perſons : 
% for they are thrown into the pit, and ſo become 
the food of ſerpents and toads. Then Mary ſaid 
to me, that another day ſhe would ſhew me the tor- 
ments for public ſinners; but I was in ſo great an 
agony at what I had ſeen, that I defired her to ſhew 
me no more places; ſo we went to my room, and 
the again charged me to be very obedient to all the 
commands Don Franciſco ſhould give me, or I might 
be aſſured, if I was not, that I muſt undergo the 
torments of the dry pan. I conceived ſuch an hor- 
ror of the gradual fire, that I was not miſtreſs of 
my ſenſes; fo I promiſed Mary to follow her ad- 
vice. © If you are in that diſpoſition” ſaid ſhe, 
leave off all fear, and expect nothing but pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction. Now let me dreſs you, for you 
* muſt go to wiſh a good morrow to Don Franciſco, 
„and to breakfaſt with him.“ Having ſaid this, 
ſhe conveyed me through a gallery into his apart- 
ment; he was ftill in bed, and defired me to fit 
down by him, and ordered Mary to bring the cho- 
colate two hours after. When ſhe was withdrawn, 
ke immediately declared his inclination in ſo ardent 
a manner, that I had neither ſtrength or power to 
oppoſe him; and ſo by extinguiſhing the fire of his 
paſſion, I was freed from the dry pan. When Mary 


came with the chocolate, I was very much aſhamed 
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to be ſeen in bed with him; but ſhe coming to the 
bed-ſide where I was, and kneeling down, paid me 
homage as if I had been a queen, and ſerved me firſt 
with a cup of chocolate, defiring me to give another 
cup to Don Franciſco, which he received very gra- 
ciouſly. After breakfaſt ſhe went away; we diſ- 
courled for ſome time of various things; but I 
never ſpoke a word, but when he defired me to an- 
ſwer him; ſo at ten o'clock Mary came again and 
dreſſed me. 

We left Don Franciſco in bed, and ſhe carried me 
into another chamber, very delightful and better 
turniſhed than the firſt; for the windows were 
lower, and J had the pleaſure of ſeeing the river and 
gardens. Mary then told me, that the young ladies 
would come to pay me their compliments before 
dinner; and would take me to dine with them; and 
begged me to remember her advice; ſhe had ſcarce 
finiſhed theſe words, before I ſaw a troop of young 
beautiful ladies, finely drefſed, who all, one after 
another came to embrace me, and with me joy. My 
ſurpriſe was ſo great, that I was unable to anſwer 
their compliments; but one of them ſeeing me 1o 
filent, ſaid to me, madam, the ſolitude of this place 
« will affect you in the begining, but when you 
„ begin to feel the pleaſures and amuſements we 
„enjoy, you will quit your penſive thoughts; now 
% we beg of you the honor to come and dine with 
« us to day; and henceforth three days in a week.“ 
I returned them thanks, and ſo we-went to dinner. 
That day we had all forts of exquiſite meats, deli- 
cate fruits, and ſweetmeats. The room was long, 
with two tables on each fide, and another at the 
front of it; and I reckoned in it that day fifty-two 
young ladies, the eldeſt of them not exceeding: 
twenty four years of age. Six maids did ſerve the 
whole number of us; but Mary waited on me alone. 
After dianer vie went up fairs into a long gallery; 

where 
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where ſome of us played on inſtruments of muſic, 
others at cards, and ſome walked about for three or 
four hours together. At laſt Mary came up ring- 
ing a ſmall bell, which was, as they informed me, 
the ſignal to retire into our rooms; but Mary ſaid 
to the whole company, © ladies, to day is a day of 
recreation, ſo you may go into what rooms you 
« pleaſe till eight o'clock.“ They all defired to 
go to my "apartment with me. We found in my 
anti-chamber a table, with all forts of ſweetmeats 
upon it; iced- cinnamon, almonds-milk, and the like. 
Every one did eat and drink, but nobody ſpoke a 
word touching the ſumptuouſneſs of the table, or 
concerning the inquiſition, or the holy fathers. So 
we ſpent our time in merry indifferent converſation 
till eight o'clock, and then every one retired to their 


own room. 


As ſoon as they were gone, Mary let me know 
that Den Franciſco did wait for me; ſo we went to 
his apartment, and ſupper being ready, we ſate 
down, attended only by Mary. After it wes over, ſhe 
went away, and we went to bed. Next morning ſhe 
ſerved us with chocolate, which after we had drank, 
we flept till ten; at which time we get up. When 
J returned to my own chamber, I found ready two 
ſuits of clothes of rich brocade, and every thing elſe 
ſuitable to a lady of the ſirſt rank. I put on one, 
and when I Was quite dreſſed, the ladies came to 
with me joy, all dreſſed in different clothes, much 
richer than before. We ſpent the ſecond day 
and the third day in the ſame recreation; Don Fran- 
ciſco cbntinuing in the ſame manner with me; but 
on the fourth morning, after drinking chocolate, 
Mary told me, that a lady was waiting for me in 
her own room, and with an air of authority defire( 
me to get up. Don Franciſco ſaying nothing to the 
contrary, I obeyed, and left him in bed. I thought 
this was to give me ſome nc comfort, but I was 


very 
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very much miſtaken ; for Mary conveyed me into a 
ady's room not eight feet long, which was a perfect 
priſon; and told me this was my room, and this 
young lady my bed-fellow and companion; and 
without ſaying any more, ſhe left me there. 

What is this dear lady? faid I; is it an enchant- 
ed place, or a hell upon earth? I have loſt father 
and mother, and what is worſe, I have loſt my ho- 
hor, and my ſoul for ever. My new companion 
ſeeing me like a mad woman, took me by the hands 
and ſaid, © dear fiſter, for this is the name I will 
« henceforth give you, forbear to cry and grieve; for 
« you can do nothing by ſuch extravagant behaviour 
« but draw upon yourſelf a cruel death; your miſ- 
* fortunes and ours are exactly of a piece; you ſuf- 
- « fer nothing that we have not ſuffered before you ; 
„ but we dare not ſhe our grief for fear of greater 
« evils: pray take courage, and hope in God, for 
« he will ſurely deliver us out of this helliſh place; 
« but be ſure you ſhew no uneaſineſs before Mary, 
« who is the only inſtrument either of our torments 
vor comforts : have patience till we go to bed, and 
« then I will venture to tell you more of the matter, 
* which I hope will afford you ſome comfort.” I 
was in a moſt deſperate condition; but my new ſiſ- 
ter Leonora prevailed ſo much upon me, that I over- 
came my vexation before Mary came again to bring 
our dinner, which was very different from what we 
had for three days before. After dinner another 
maid came to take away the plate and knife, for we 
had. but one for us both. After ſhe had gone out 
and locked up the door, now, my dear fiſter”” ſaid 
Leonora © we ſhall not be diſturbed again till eight 
* at night; ſo if you will promiſe me upon your 
« hopes of ſalvation, to keep ſecret, while you are 
* in this houſe, all the things I ſhall tell you, I will 
„ reveal all that I know.” TI threw myſelf at her 
feet, and promiſed all that ſhe defired ; upon which, 
without further ceremony, ſhe began as follows : 
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4 « My dear filter, you think your caſe very hard; 
* but I aſſure you, all the ladies in this houſe have 
e already gone through the ſame; in time you ſhall 
* know all their ſtories, as they hope to know yours. 
„ ſuppoie diary has been the chief inſtrument of 
„your f11ght, as ſhe has been of ours, and I warrant 
„ ſhe has ſhewn you ſome horrible places, though 
* not all, and that at the only thought of them you 
© were ſo much troubled in your mind, that you- 
have choſen the ſame way we did to redeem your- 
* ſelf from death. By what has happened to us, 
« we know that Don Franciſco has been your Nero; 
for the three colours of our clothes are the diſtin- 
1 3 tokens of the three holy fathers; the red 
« filk belongs to Den Franci/co, the blue to Guerrero, 
« and the green to Aliaga: for they always give the 
three firſt of theſe ke, 1c to thoſe ladies that they 
« bring hither for their uſe. We are ſtrictly com- 
* manded to make all demonſtrations of joy, and to 
* be very merry for three days when a young lady 
« comes firſt here, as we did with you, and you 
« muſt do with others; but afterwards we livre 
« Jike priſoners, without ſceing any living ſoul but 
« the f maids, and Mary, who is the houſe-keeper. 
« We dine all of us in the hall three days in a week. 
« When any one of the holy fathers has a mind for 
« one of his ſlaves, Mary comes for her at nine of the 
« clock, and carries her to his apartment : but as 
« they have ſo many, the turn comes it may be but 
once a month, except for thoſe that happen to 
pleaſe them more than ordinary, and they are ſent 
for often. Some nights Mary leaves the door of 
our rooms open, and that is a ſign that one of the 
« fathers has a mind to come that night; but he 
comes ſo ſilent, that we do not know whether he 
1s our patron or not. If one of us happen to be 
10 with-child, the is removed into a better chamber, 


and ſhe fees nobody but the maid till ſhe is de- 
„Iivered. 
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« delivered. The child is taken away, and we de 
* not know where it is carried. I have been in this 
« houſe ſix years, and was not fourteen when the 
* officers took me from my father's houſe : I have 
had one child here. We have at preſent fifty-two 
young ladies, and we loſe every year fix or eight; 
but we do not know where they are ſent. We 
«* always get new in their places; and ſometimes I 
« have ſeen here * ladies at once. Our 
« continual torment is to think, that when the holy 
* fathers are tired of one, they put her to death; 
for they never will run the hazard of being diſ- 
covered in their villany: ſo though we cannot 
** oppoſe their commands, yet we continually pray 
to God to pardon thoſe ills we are forced to com- 
mit, and to deliver us out of their hands; ſo my 
« dear lifter, arm yourſelf with patience, for there 
js no other remedy.” 

This diſcourſe of Lennora prevailed on me to ap- 
appear outwardly eaſy before Mary. I found every 
thing as ſhe told me. And in this manner we lived 
together eighteen months, in which time we loſt 
eleven ladies, and we got nineteen new ones. I knew 
all their ſtories, which are too long to tell you to- 
night; but if you will ſtay here this week, you will 
not think your time loſt. I promiſed to ſtay, with 
a great deal of pleaſure, but begged her to finiſh 
her own ſtory, which ſhe did as follows : — 

After eighteen months, one night Mary came in 
and ordered us to follow her down ſtairs, where we 
found a coach waiting, into which ſhe forced us to 
go, and this we thought the laſt night of our lives; 
however, we were carried to another houſe, and put 
into a worſe room than the former, where we were 
confined above two months without ſeeing the face 
of any body that we knew; and in the fame manner 
we were removed from that houſe to another, 
where we continued till we were miraculouſly de- 
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livered by the French officers. Mr. Faulcant, hap- 
pily for me, did open the door of my room, and 
rom the moment he ſaw me, ſhewed me great ci- 
vility. He togk Leonora and me to his ownAodg- 
ings, and after hearing our ſtories, for fear things 
ſhould turn to our diſadvantage, he dreſſed us in 
mens” clothes for the more ſafety, and ſent us to his 
father's. So we came to this houſe, where I was 
kept for two years as the old man's daughter; til! 
Mr.Faulcant's regiment being broke, he came home, 


and two months after married me. Lern was 


married to another officer, they live in Orlcans, 
which being in your way to Paris, I hope you wil: 
pay her a viſit 


